





THE 

GAZETTEER 


INTRODUCTION 


This gaaeiteer of flekctcd worlds has been compele4 for Faulcon Dc Lacey by Deriicif, 
[he inakfirs of the wcJI known pockei holiday gyidos. The principle cnntriboior was our 
cofTcspondcni David Massey whose tireless imvetling made ii possible for so many planets to 
t>e describetEr Such was Ihe tight schedule for writing this gazetteer lijs three assistants^ Kathy 
Dickinson, David Braben, and fun Bell were caJted upon to cotitribuie sense of its contents. It 
Serves as a. brief introduction for the a vid na ve Her or a sasutcc of dreams for the sedentary 
explorer. The Sot Syntcm is described first because of iis hisioricat importance along with the 
Achenar. Both have headquarters of the two main players in the comperiEion for galactic rule, 
the Federation and the Empire. To aid the re«dcr»'wc have included a brief history of (he early 
part of Ttuinktnd's quest. 


A BRIEF HISTORY 


1 Firsr mnn in itpaccv coniroiJcd mick^ttr fisiiicin, transistor, sisn of first inKkai aims race 
1960s First man on Moon, commeroial fission power, integrated ciicoitSH compulers 
1 970s Probes in Solar system 
1 9a0s End of first nuclear arras race 

l99Qs First .^ertous envirocinjcfital problems ott Eanh. cenunolled oudear rustcjn 
200t3s First i minor) ar^ confiict twtwccn a nation hikI a ■“mLUii-tvalionar cojpcmilion. 
2010(1 First serious populatton problems on Eaiib 

2020s First imemationat cnvnttmmcntal prtrteciion cnforcanicni a^ney, first eommeroial 
space staiion 

2030s Major energy crisis, fossil fuel rosirictions, religious umostH first t5^tby bom off Earth 

2040s World War III. Huge tcchnolO'^gical advanocments, huge loss of life, drcadtli] 
cnvinoirmcntal damage. 

2050s War gradually abandoned due to popuJar nebelJiom^. Commercial fiisbn power 
2060s Rebuilding. Dominatice of corporations Incrcasod. 

207(te First man on Mans, firsl pemiaoenl Moon base ^ 

2080s Manned exploration of solar system, orbital cities ariound Barth, first inlerstenar 
probes launched. 

2090s Fust penitaDcnl Mats fease, heas'y industry on the Moon. 

2 1 (Xte Discovery of fossils on Mars, "iiypensipajce** discovered, butnans ihtougbout solar ^stem. 

2lLUs Arrival of message from first IntersEellar probe to Alpha Cantaim system. First 
pictures taken of an cxlra^solai plarKt in the Lagrange point of the nvo main stars. 

2120s Presence of life on Tau Ccti 3 detected, first armed eonniet in space over rights in 
the ascetoid belt. 

21305 Hyperspftce capable probes sem to all nearby systeinsr 
2 1 40s Manned space cTJifi sen! to Tau Ceti . 

2I50fi Cedemy c($tabUshed on Tau Crij 3, Majiircorpyniitkms ficnding firist private colony .ships, 

2160$ The race for the stsrs. Enormous pnxkictiun effort to produce colouy ships, and mass 
exodus started. 
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2 1 7t Js First aitettipt (o luinra-fqinn Mars scancd. 

2 ISOs Life tin Delia Pavtifiis discovered and ntade extincl in same year from bacictiological 
infection. 

2iy0s Di.scovei^' oCUfe on Beta Hydri 4* Altair5. IHurnati ceiJonjals spreading oul of canlrol, 

2200?i Earth en vi ronniental rccovei^ program started. tcjTafwmi tig of Mans abandoned. 

222t>s Extinedons on 'I'au Ceti 3- increasing. Eanh threatens to send it pol ice force if nothing 
IS (hme ahoul it 

223(>fi Ulltinaium sent to Tau Ceti i|nored 

224(}3 First intersteJiar battle, formation of ihe Fcdcrationn founder menibcfs; Earth, 
Tau Ceti, Ddla Pavonis, Allair, Bela Hydri. 

2260s Spread pf Federation influence. 

2270s Second allcmpi to term-form Mars siaried. 

2280s Discovery of first non-human retie in space. Origin still unknpvwt in 3200. 

2290s First man '"outside” oai Mars (ie breathing unaided) on completion of temifonning. 

230ffe RcEnaininig indigenous life on Tau Ceti 3 preserved in special enetpsures. 

23 10k News of climijiation of a reputedly sentient race on Achetijir 6d by private 

coknists causes outrage in ibe FL-dcraEion. Achenar refuses to join Fi^eration. 
iTutny terra-forming projecLS siatied. 

2320s Fcdcraticin sends war fleet to Achenar, Resulting enormous space hatllc won 
by Achenar 

2330s Spread of Empire from Achenar to surnpunding worlds. War between Empire 
and Fedemiion, 

23^ Continuing bailtcs hciwiren Federation and Empire. 

235(te Sirius cotpomiion founded, and grew rich supplying the war fleets , 

2360s 

2370s 

23S0s Treaty signed between Empire ami Federetipn. 
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Achenar 

This .systan con.sists of teti major bodies only one of which, Achenar 6, has habitated 
planets in its vicinity. It is oi»e of the iJttEy systems with iliree worlds with a breadiable 
atmosphere, atihough two arc terraformciJ, The most notable feature of this system is that It is 
the base of the Empire and Emperor Kcskelh Duval whose scat is on the natural wortd 
Achenar 6d (known as Capitol to locals;. The Emperor Is of the Duvat dynasty decended from 
MarltEi Dtival. She was a wealthy wornaji. dlsejichanted with the Earth administration and 
authoritiesK who set off with her own colonising fleet u> Achenar 6d bocausc it was so far from 
Earth. Her leadership ended when her htoiher, Henson oversaw a flying ‘accident’ in which 
she perished. The dcmocratk govcrmncnl changed abruptly to one of strict Imperial rule, and 
from then on the family assumed leadership. Female children in the family are prevented with 
gcnehc !&ehni<)ues such is the veheineni hatred of Marlin Duval’s principles and vision of a 
world living in peace. 

In the past the Federation has tried to get various emperors to agree to joining them hut 
this has been met will] dension. The population growlJi necessitated the terrafonnatiem of 
Adienar 6b and Henson oversaw the eradication of a reputedly senlianl race on Achenar 6d 
and began Ip Influence other systems, enraging ihc Fcderaiiun. This led to the Erst large-scale 
space war. from which Achtriar emerged victorious end, swelled with soccciijs (he Ettipire 
spread to o(hcr worlds. Sporadic battles were foughl for many years until EnalJy, IcjidetH of 
the Empire and the Federation signed a treaty pledging to stay on amicable terms. I( was not 
worded so tighdy that hostilities could not continue in the outer reaches of territories w'hllc 
leaders displayed solidarity in public. 

Touiisls, ojiee they have ama-ssed dte docujnenLS required to visit the Achenar system, 
ritx]k n> sec the Fjnpcrc(r''s palace tm Capi tol (6d). The boilding is a viLst stnieture of a pink 
glass-likc material which xhimirpcrs In itic sun and glows ii re-emiis (he enerjiy at nighL 
Foreign visiiofS arc welcomed by palace siaO" who use subtle pro-Empire propaganda in an 
aiicmpt to undermine the Federation. This greeting is nen extended outside the palace gmuruls, 
where u person with a Federation aeeenl is met with scorn unless money can he made out of 
tbcin. 'llic accent of the Empire has evolved out of Achenarians (tying to mock the standard 
Federation dktion by accentuating certain vowels. To the foreigner their speech sounds rather 
like a whine. 

Such is the capitalist way of life, there arc not many items that are illegal to huy or 
sell, quite why the line is drawn at rfidtoacltvcs and nerve gas is a mydery - perhap.s they 
could pose the mwl significant Threat to ihc EmpeiKir, should anyone feel ambitious? K.D, 
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Ackwada 

The officiaJ discovery of this system and its hubltablc planet is jiowaJays accredited u> 
Aujiujitus Brenquith, ajihough the Rockfojth Corpoiation claim the land deeds and 
iievdopment rights lo the system. Thirty nitu; years after the Coiporation declared the system 
tis own, an anoicni message capsule was recovered from outside ihc orbit of Jupiter In the Sol 
system, lumbling In an unconlrollesi fashion. It is now believed that the capsule suffered a 
jyower fatJure immediately after reluming to Sol by hyper space and had been ortilLng Jiipiicr 
for an unloJd length of timc- 

The discovery aroused considerable interest ainong.'ii arehcologisis on Eanh ai the time 
and while the capsule was in transii to New Delhi Univemty there was heated debate as to 
whether Ihc artifact should be opened or not. Wien the capsule was studied, the seal was seen 
Ln he broken, so the miuicr wsis resolved. Inside the c^ule was a message crystal wtih Ihc log 
of Ihc second five yearn of Augustus Brenquith's solitary scareh For new worlds, his ‘gJitlering 
legacy' , included in ihe list of planetary systems he liad ki am bled upon was that of Ackwada. 

.Ackwada is a benign world, with a gravity very clo^Ly matched to that of Old Eadh 
and a pieatmnE cliirate. Many visitors and intUi.'iirialists atiending Corporation Funciiont^ are 
struck by the similaHiy lo ihc home world- Locats tend to he hitler about this comparison, 
pointing out that Earth has seen fit to launch femr separaie inva-sions on the plauei in the past. 
In many ways Thompson's planet h one of ihc di.sputed koem:. roughly equal ly spaced bePvM^Ei 
the heart of Federation and Empiro. Rockfordi Corjumuion managed, to preserve the colnny^s 
indepcFKfcncc during the early years, and this trend ha.s coruimied, even disHigh ihe 
Corporation holding rights to the planet ha.s changed several limes since the founding. 

RusJi"s Camp is a heavily industrialised city, and mw materials ait iransf<tnncd into the 
machines and toots needed by the developing Jiyslcm. The outspill of p<klluiants and wastes is 
unrestricicd, because of early CorpOTallon law, and ihe cnvicomnent in the region of Ru.sh’s 
Camp is LinJicalthy ejtcepi in protcclive wear. The local life ftifins have mostly fallen prey lo 
heavy metal poisoning and oarcinoma.s from effluents of llie different planls. 'The air near Rush's 
Camp is not safe to breath for long periods withoul a respirator or sciphisticated filter sysiem. 

Mijsi people turn to Yortvjllc for relaxation. The CoqKjrations owning the World 
provide regular free shuttles beiwccn the two majof cities and as the Icseal saying goes ’Rush 
lo work. Rush for pay, York you live, York to play'. The entenainmcoi .sectors of Yofkvilie 
arc Corporation sponsuied arid ihts has Jed to allegations anumg.Nt some neighbouring star 
systems that organi.sed criinc has sel up al Aekwjtda. This charge ij; vigorously denied by all 
senior executives of the Coqrorations and legal actions aie in progres-s in several colonic.s in 
ilii.H regard. The Coip<.iraLk]ns have found the threat of punitive legal damages and eosily triahs 
is an effective deterreni for all but iJie most vociferous of their opponents. 
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Ackatiphi 

Ai alicut the same. Eirtte as die Ackwada system was being colonised by the Rockfdrth 
Corporatittn, a CDnsi>rltLim of srruilleir industrial groups laid claim lo the .Ackanphi system, 
'nicre were five principle shareholdcrrs in ihe vcniun;, Nago-nhima, Crendell-llooper, Shan- 
Bootman, Mcmoiyvisia and G'gnccnvcnlure. Unlike many joint coiponition veniuie.'i, uFier 
initial establishmimt of planetary bases the groups did not fall to squabbling over exploitation 
rights. TIte five oorporations consolidated their po.sitions and grouped together as a single 
iradiEig entity to deal with i^uLsiders. 

The world of Biggs is only about half ihe mjiss of Farlh, bul has s correspondingiy 
smaller radius, so that surface gravity i.s almost Earih normal, inlnuduelion of icrrcstrial ffora 
and fauna pmceeded in an otderly fadiion, thanks largely to the inlluencc of Rebecca Swaan- 
Schiffman of G’grecnveniurc- The envimwirncTital coiiinM pi>ticies introduced by die Big G 
cojponition las it became known) have matic Biggs an ecological show-case fur planetary 
managemfint.. Cynics point out that because of the Lack of targe predators on the planet, there 
were no native species needing control, but a quick scan through the colony records quickly 
di.npel.H tbiit peaceful jllusEon. 

Fariy in the colony's hislory, there were a series of dEingerous plagues and di?iciiscs. 
which nearly ended the coJony. The Shan-Boorman CoEporation imported s team of rc.scareh 
biocttemisls to tackle the problem and GrendelJ'‘l-looper financed the building of a suite of 
labtiraiories. These eventually grew into the Shan-1 looper Institule, one of the most 
presiigiutis .stsence aeadeuiies of die krmwn worlds. The plague was defeated after diree yeans 
of intense work and now all visiton; are roulinciy inoculated agaimt fa.si (lisaise and filigree 
on arrival at any starport. (The two diseases arc still endemic to the World of Biggs and 
quarantine laws are su iedy enforced). 

'The InsiilUEe wa.s tud disbanded after solving the initial acclimatisation disea.ses. but 
remaincxl and was ex.pandcd tu eticoenpass other fields of sEudy. Early in tlte histoiy of tltt; 
colony 11 WHS visited by Munkhouw; Brewer, a famon.'s singcr-sung writer of the time and 
a friend of Siobhsin Young ihc poet, Munkhuuse eomposod a fairly I rile popular swig 
declaiming the Tiery skies and demons’ eyes’ of Biggs, but managed to convey to Siobhan the 
liaunling beauty of tlte Ackanpht system. 

Young, and her arli.si companion Taylor Arkwright came to view the marvels llinst 
hand, and stayed to capture the .sights for ttieniselves. 'The cycle poem 'Blazed by glory, 
insipid n«h’ created a place For Yourtg amongst the very he*! and secured her die chair of ihe 
newly Rirrned faculty oF Arts at Scbncider univer^ily, Taylor Arkwriglit shunned all publicity 
and Insiead made a new colony cm the ihini planet, funding a small dome base by selling eiiost 
of his curly works. For forty Iwo years lie wprked in cxnoplcte obscurity, refirsing contact with 
outsiders, painting and drawing the scenes he behcld- 

Arkwright's smonymity eamc to an end when a pcr.siMeni young artist. Dieter 
Blcmmnng from Achcn;w. sought him out aflcr seeing The third leaf in Faccce Cemral 
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Museiim. Impressed by Arkwright’s early w■o^k^ Bleminring serijghi uut thi: cttaMcr smd 
persuaded the painter Iq let him visit Taylor’s Clains. Thus began die eajony un 

Taylor’s Claim, which has become a refuge for painting, sculpting and all foniis of 
rcprcsentaiional ail. Many of the most famous worits in known space are kept in ihe refuge, 
and it is the ambilion of ail Empire artists to view the coltection ai least once in their lives. 

With science and the wiiltcn arts established in the Ackcanphi .Hyst^m. it was mA long 
before other faculties, for performing arts, hurrkauiiies and philosophy were developed in 
Biggs. This has developed into a culiumi and aesthetic centre For the regton- For some reason 
the local pintte raiders have kepi clear of ihe universities, niuseums imd gallcrivs of Biggs and 
the planet and its Corpoiations are; rightly proud of the high reputation it holds amongst ihc 
cultured people of the Fjtipine. 

DM. 

Alioth 

Alioth presents a star system of enomious poiemial, yet to be fully exploited hy its 
colonists, h has had a chequered history in tenns of jioJitica] dominance, and both Fmpirc and 
Federation forces have fought over line rigtits to conirul the system. The only period when both 
Empire and Federaiiou have acted together towards Alioth was the Qualcrson revolution of 
2fil7 when the people of Gordonworld attempted to wrest freedom from both major powers. 
Quentin Devisiscs led a coup to try and establish Gordonworld (then known ns 'Fruitcake’) 
a local capital of free traders, but was ruthlessly suppressed by a rare combined naval action of 
Federation, aud Empire navies. 

New Califomia was Letrafonned .shortly thereafter, using an experimental accelerated 
program O'f genetic modifications. The Empire initiated the mettuMls which met with mixed 
success in this trial planet. In later years Lite approach has tveome more reliable, but the native 
colonisLS of New California otca-sionally cKhihil unu.sual traits which arc cany overs from the 
mutagenic past. This is partly responsible for the favour show towards the Federation by New 
Californians. If carried out to the letter the Empire’.s attitude to racial purity wciuld call ffn- a 
repopuiauon of the colony and ceninval the affected inhabitants. To prevent ibis, there is a 
permanerit petition for recognition a.s a Federation protectorate from the popuhtion of New 
Calir<miia. 

The eKperimcntal origins of the planet of New California in no way detract from its 
beauty and the mutagens buried in the environment arc of no danger to tourists. ( NOTE: 
Anyone planning to slay longer than 300 standard days should ensure they receive the 
appropriate vaccination and chemical therapies after 2CX1 days and at regular intervals 
thereafter). The sy.siem a.s a whole pre-Hent.s a stunning visual appearance, with tin abundance 
of gas giants orhiUng ibc giant cctilral star. El has been compared in its compelling beauty I 
to the sextuple sun systems of Andbephi or loamy, 'flic star inspired the flash-rock group 
Jjagged Bbanner's first quad platinum recording 'Sungrazing’ which led to their cnomtuu.H 
rise to popularity. 
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Tlie enormous hydr-ocaibon resources made available by the large number of gas 
gtanlii. as well as the primary star of the systenn have ied to a huge plastics industry based at 
tliif, syslem. The scientists of Ncsbtti Landing inlroduced the quinkcr process and led tn a 
revoinlion in robot production techniques. They still lead the Federation in many aspects of 
design and production of automata, especially :uidrs>ids. Tiie.se products are highly sought after 
amemgsL ilie Empire worlds. 

D.M. 

AHair * Biggs Colony 

Out of the twenty bodies of this system this is one of two notable plarrcls. for their 
extreme LcinditiDns. Biggs Colony is a jungle w'orld with high humidity and very interesting 
wltdtifc, which makes it a popular holiday destination for lht>sc who Tike an adventure. Hotels 
abound and cater for all ladles, even providing conditions for those whit normally live in very 
different environments, in case- they need a break while on holiday. For example natives of 
Stevenson in the Phitigic system can reHl in refrigerated apartments. Outside hotels, humans 
need to wear an environnicrvt suit such arc the extremes of heat and humidity on these son of 
planets. When touriiiit.s ajTive ort Biggs Colony they musi sign a di&claimei in case they arc 
injured hy any of the wildlife (unless on hotel properly, such as the animal free areas). All 
sorts of life abounds and visitors not used to this ictKl lo go wandering unprotected, enchanted 
by the .sights arwl sounds. Jungle Search is a iliriving business which offers lo search die jungle 
hir pares of a lost friends or relatives o-f toorist-s, when they go mi.ssing. for burial purposes. 

Ma.rty vaccinalion.s arc required if you intend to go on jungle treks, a.s the diseases arc 
as varied as the wildlife, ^Hien y-tju leave a hotel you arc issued an environment suit, a stun 
gun, a large swat big enough to down an Ooft fly (you would need body annour to 
protect yourself fully from this bcft&t>, If you pale at the though! of close contact with 
miiure, yoo can take a trip on a Landcrawkr which transpoftfi you through the jungle protected 
by a Sceurificid- 

The second plarKi.Darkes Hollow is very hoi arid not pleasantly so - Tlte average 
tcmperaiore is 226 degrees Centigrade. The reason it i.s populated at all is the ore similable For 
mining is very rich in meiafs. Miners’ families live there in small underground communities 
and die miniug corporation subui discs two holidays on Bigg's Colony per year. Robots have lo 
do most of the surface work as the tcmperalLires and radiation there are tco great for humans. 
Piiwer is derived from massive arrays of Mjlar patiels which run the very powerful air 
conditioning unit.^; for the settlements below, and alst> drive the vast smelting operation. 
Reputedly, enormous danger money is paid to miners when they need to venture on to the 
surface in their powered armour, in order to do some urgent repair or other. There have even 
been stories of disenchanted workers arranging for robots to be unavailable when a need 
arises, jusT my they can receive the one-off pnymcnt irnd leave the hated place forever. 

K.D 
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Andceeth 

AndccclJi boa&ts :i bustjing sEarpcul in (he city of Diamiondl. aad travcUcrs from u. host 
of worJds come to stay in the splcnttoair and luxtiry of its hotclis. ITicsc date baek to the carty 
days of the Kcdenitlon^ when Diamond was (he major centre for commercial transactions 
between planetary governments. Before the days of the Universal Bollctin Board and 
guaranteed transfer, the worlds of Andceeth were the banking centre for the federation. 

The mineral reserves for the largest compsmies of the Federation atid many planetary 
governments wao stored in an enormous vault bntlt on Trouble, Andceeth two. Tlie violent 
surface storms, constant eleetricat discharges and corrosive atmosphete were intended to deter 
would: be raiders. Tlie actual banking and commercial centres were established on the more 
congetiial world of Capitol {not to he confused W'ith the heart of the Fmpirc), 

Despite the harsh conditions of Trouble, ihere were several recorded attempts to raid 
the vault and make off with the biggest haul in the history of crime. None of the mids ever 
succeeded, although Bari v;m Dtyuver managed to penetrate all of the O'Utcr defences before 
dying of a heart attack brought on, so it is said, by the sight of so much wealth in one spot. 
Even if Hari had managed to leave the planet, it is still doubtful lhai he would have escaped 
the enormous police presence maintained at the time. 

The most audacious attempt orr she Federation reserves was launched by Colonel 
MaKimi Ilian Wrerkcht, one-time commaEidcr of the Empire's fifth fioel. Embittered by a scries 
of defeats at the hand of the Federation be attempted to destroy die vault by means of an 
astemid bombardment, from an orbit just outside that itf die sixth planeL He entered ilte 
sy.siem with u Jitodifced and heavily .niealihed cruiser and managed to dcBeet three planetoids 
towards Tn,jub!e before he wa.s dciceted. The Fcdenui<>n were able to destroy two of the 
missiles and shunt the Jast into the sun. Maximillian was subject to court martial in his 
absence, but most people tielicve he died trying to ram the vault with his own ship in a final 
defiant gesture at the Federation. 

When the system of guaranteed injns«eiii>n.s nnd Universal Bulictin Board Intding was 
introduced, the eommereiat heart of Andcoclh was destroyed. There followed a very turbulent 
period and fortunes were ntade and lost in minutes in the chaos .surrounding the change. 'Die 
world suddenly plunged fmjti lieing the banking capital of the explored wor]d.v to relatively 
anoiiymoiis dot in nin.st Lompuicr star bunks. 

Capitol now preserved a jealously guarded independence of both Federation and 
Empire, rciying on agriculture and mineral CKploilation to support its inhabitants. Tlie vault on 
trouble wa.s seized hy the planetary guvemment two months after ihe converiion to guarantietl 
[ransfer. artU although mtich ilepleted fn>ni its initial state, die minerul wealth conutined iheit^ 
ha.s been enough to finanee the eokmy towgrtls eoraipldc seif suffiercney. The colony now 
runs on a democratic system and is a popular trading ship for the communities of the 
surrounding star systems. 


D.M. 
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Afilave 

Aniave is a small, eompael sysiejn, with a long and difilinitulshed history in the 
records of the Federation navy, h was originally colonised by a tciim of experimental 
hortieulturalisis, eager to try and develop new citrus crops in a differenE stellar system than 
Old Earih, In this regard, the colony was a failure and the three new strains developed in the 
early ycar>, the plum-temon, grotind-fniii and the mugwacb were engineering disasters. Va.si 
tracts of land had been given over to the new erofis mid when the market failed, to materialise, 
the colonists stnighl new income. 

Ijjckity. at the same time, the emerging Fedcraliort navy were looking for cheap land 
10 establish dockyards and .supply depots and a-ccepied die offer made by the cEikmisis of 
Anderton. One continent was sold to the military for their sole u.se. ‘lliiji wics sufficient to 
pEXivliie die scientists with capital |o fund their rvext scries ol' crops - tlie potato^grape, harriccu- 
mamiW', carrot-banana and lentil -quince. These new atrivals als<,r failed to excite the gourmet 
palate^: of the Federation, and the scietuific entrepreneurs left .Anderton, run. out by irate 
fanners. IraniLally, diiily four years later the potato-grape was revived, wheti it was found to 
provide a perfcLi feed for the newly dascovcretl Verrix beast of Phiftgrc- 

Thc Anlavc sysium was u focus for the third hinliright wars, tmd many of the early 
seUlemenls were destroyed by iHHObimiinent, The Federation navy took great losses during the 
surprise ainrck, hut rallied round ihc flugship of Admiral Gbenkis B'lmmi and in a tlourish of 
innovative surprise manoeuvres, recaptured the plane L and drove the invnders away. After the 
raid, the defences of ihe ruiVLil base were strengLhened and additional ba.ses were eslabtishcd 
on Anderton' 5 mine and Denver. Military inlltrcnee on the w-established farming Ejommutiity 
yn Andenoti remains stning. 

SVith three planets having substanLial military presence, and a wide variety of 
environments to hand. Aiilave was a iiauinil choice for the first mifilury trainiii| academy 
ouLsidc the Sol system- ft is also conveniently situated at the heart of a mExIcratcly dense group 
of stars, and has several tlmc.s been a local administrative eentre. 'fhls pivotal mie in local 
space has led to it being the focus of attention for netuby W'ars. The population of the planet 
has varied con.siderably during its history, and die number of Hculcmeiii.s lia.s in the past been 
far gTcater than ai present. Aldioiigh the Ayatlciiiy ha,s now moved to the uuvhim world of 
Navy Central in the nearby Eta Cassiopeia system, must of die naval administraiion remains, 
iULluiiing some of the naval repair facllitses. 

Fittser is LUi Interesting city «> visit, hut dre bustle of ctmstani naval activity, coupled 
with the taciturn luuure of the native farmers and niincfs means thiu it can be hard to get to 
know^ the people of the etiJojiy. Tbe museums oi the planet are very well laid out, especially 
the Memory of Gildur building in honour of the planets only truly great mtisiciiin. A more 
depressing, but cfiually impressive display is the Folly sif mankind eisbibition, which 
grapsiilcally displays the dcsolalitHi suffered in the wars for ihu planet. 

D.M. 
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Arcturus 

The main settleiiMnl is on Ddscoverv, ii plaud, with an oxygen atmosphere and. like 
ushers of this type is used for agriculture lo feed the rest of ihe galaxy. Foe ihoiie 
unaccustomed to liviirg under a red giant, the red Hghi of day is lathcr unsettling, paniciiEarly 
during the summer when there is penniuieui daylight, such is the incliniation of the planet, 
Scimc find it dislurbing and loca].s regulariy jice tteweuraers in. a state of hysteria as they try to 
get passage home prematurely. 'Red people' as (hey arc known are said lo be strange and ihis 
is atiribuled to the colour of the light. 

When the first seitters arrived, life wa.s at an early stage of evolution, so was easily 
replaced by the species introduced. Despite the knowledge in the field of ecology, humans still 
manage to end up with an Biiibalancc due to the complexity of building a sy.siom from scratch. 
Evolution still does it bcsl, hul then it docs have dme on its side, 

Due to the orbilal period, seasons East for around seven Earth years. Thi.s is quite a 
daunting thought when that can mean seven years of almost compEclc darkness or dayligJiL 
Pur this reason, those who can afford it have two homes, one in the southenn and one in the 
northern hemisphere. If they are very fonunatc, a person may have a resicterKe in ancvlhcr 
system. Tltose who are less so, make do with artificial lighting Eo provide itie wavelengths 
essential for butmn survival, Even so, the suicide rate is always high in the winter years. 
People bom in dirfcrcnt seasons have distinct personalitieH, due to their formative years .spent 
in om; ejttTcmc or the other. 

The inhabitants of the Amluniis 5y,stctn ignore warnings from the Stellur Monitoring 
Service, that dte .sun is not slahlc. Report.s suggest that is likely to coitapso into a W'bilc dwarf 
in the next few Lhi’suKitml ycarti, but some studies say that it could be in the next hundred. 
Collapse w(.Hj]d prxKlucc massive doses of radiation which wimld be received by ail orbiting 
bodiefi, killing al] life. Still, the locals insist on .suiyiiig. Any change in the sun's state will be 
announced by the S.M.S. so visitors should not he put off. 

K.D. 

Arexack 

Peter's Eklcn is a small mined^oLit world resettled by followers Church of KumByar, an 
obKurc sect which believes in an after [ife made progressively Jess awful by successive years 
of virtuous living. For 100 Arexack-years after the founding of the colony (65 F,arth-ycars of 
prayer, liead shaving, flagellation, and lite-extciKfing drugs) there was little- trade with Peter's 
Eden since ihe settlers lived austere lives eating locally grown nmis and vcgciabEcs raw. 

But then GalacEc Play Boy Zack Blackbcam spent some ten millioh Credits un 
HoloProjectors and meteorological contnol devices to stage a fake Coming of KumByar on 
Peter’s Eden. The .settlers, being religious atwf extremely gullible, were totally taken in and so 
devastated to hear that their a-sccndcncc to Ihe Highest Level of Paradise wjis prevented only 
by the "dispIcAsing shave" of their leader His MagtJiftcence the Right Holy Ssord Rcttn til. 
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65 sin- free years were promptly tarnished by the lynching of Rettu 111 and 74 years of 
bloody holy war that continues to this day. The Church is violently divided over the 
mterpretaiiOrt of the phra.se “displeasing shave''. Ilic traditionalists believed chat KumByar had 
found them wanting fni gmunds of insufficient baldness and: now remove every follicle of hair 
from the bCHJy using rnicro-laser surgery. The other side fed that shaven skin is Offensive In 
His Sight and, with the aid of imported hormonal treatments, attempt to grew verdant hair over 
every pan of their bod.ies. Th.i.K war has brought Arexack back into Galactic Trade, importing 
fireanns. defotlicalatiori kiw, and hair creamst exporting root crops and pelts. 


Ayethti 

Topaz has rich indigenous life, but rittic has progressed from the seas to the larnJ. For 
this reaiitjn most star caLalogues class the world as a water world, It W'ould be more appropriate 
to describe it im one enormous paddling pool, with an occasional large hilt. The world 
possesses no really deep <iceans, instead it has a thin covering of mineral rich water, rarely 
deeper than SOOm. The water is at an almost uniform temperature, making swimming a very 
pleasant experience, since it is almO-si impossible for a human to sink in the dense liquid. 

Life forms on Aycthti have adapted to (he rich mineral broth of the seas and they out- 
Compete introduced life forms from the Federation and even bio-cngineered empire technology 
is no better than the native species. The colonists of this world therefore farm tlie lineal fauna 
ajid flora, exporting large quantities of protein rich plankton and krill'tikc animals. Mining of 
the mineral rich seas is conducted btich directly, on land ajid underwater, and indirectly by 
hiirvefiiing mrsdified animals which filter and concentrate desired salts from the water. 

The planer m-biis an M red flare star, and most colonists have flare shelters beueadi the 
protective water of Topaz. The starpons are all situated on land and have provision for shelter 
for all sHsitors, It is mandatory' for all visitors to signflare di.sctaimcrs and prove they have 
adequate Insurance cover before they are allowed on tire wwld. 

Flurcs are a spectacular sight and stellar seismologists normally paovide good warning 
of impending evem.s. If you are present on Topaz when a Hare is > publicised, it Ls worth 
delaying your leaving until after the event, A local law on Topaz, followed in Simpsomown 
and Lomas (but less so at Fortress i^bcchan} is that a hotel resident can extend ti 
bewking indefinitely during a flare - this is very useful For a visitor since when a flare 
is declared, hotel charge.s for new visitors have been known to incrcAsc seven fold or more 
over die resident price. 

Topaz may be well known amongst anuiteur axtronumers and star gazets for its flares, 
hut what makes it truly famoiis was the creation of Quito! line. It is amazing that until the 
Ttipaz life forms were studied for pharmaceuticals, over 80% of all space travellers were 
subjected tcj hyperapace sickness. Tills is a tremendously debilitating syndrrjmt! which is now 
almost unrecognised. Only the very few people who suffer from allcrgk; reactions to 
Quitoliinc need endure the disenentalion of hyper-jump sickiKss. {And nwwi such people 
11 


THE GAZETTeeft 


really prefer Uv lemam hciinc and do Uielr stellar travelling second liatid by w^y of sensa- 
vidy Qyitolline js the most effective anti-h-sickticsS drug ever discovered and its jiyiuhcsisi 
from naiuratly occurring forms on Topa 2 is a closely guarded secret. It Idrm-s one of tin: major 
exports for Uie placKS and system. 

D.M. 


Aymlay 

Cooperworld is a hoi and steamy jungle planet, of the sort often depicted tn the more 
ridicnious 'high adventure' yams of ilie pfjpular vid-media. Ii teems native life and the 
r-aucoos cries of the native fauna which fllhhe night time can be unseiiling to newcomers. The 
grujl bat imitates the sounds of a scrctimlng human with uncanny accuracy and CtUi be very 
off-fruiting for the unwary, ft is rcgrcttfiblc that the native colon ist.s seem to have developed a 
habit for playing practical jokes on new arrivals, .so any visitors had best be prepsued for some 
sleeplesis nights, 

The jungle provides a lascirtating and lively envimiirimenl for tourists and die world ha.s 
a wide range of indigenotis life, This has been allowed lo remain since the plant aiid animal 
life can all be asstmilaied by the human digestive system. This means that ccil<Mi?ia!ion of the 
world has been rehitivtly cheap to carry out eomparetJ lo terrafomiing, hut the humid 
conditions of the world have limited industrial development. Most iocoitte for the world 
conies from organised hunting and expktration panics. 

Lomasport fofui.s iJic centre for the Revised Catholic Mission and has three 
universities, each with a vmy high repulation amongst the Kederatkm worlds. The 
Orahajiiliui'st ilicokigictd college has produced some of the most inci.sivc philosophers and 
radical ilutikers of modem times, as well as a constant stream of missioniaric.s to the outer 
systems arMl worlds of the Empire. 

Goldstein siarpon iruumains ship repair fadtiiies which arc univer.saily acclaimetl, and 
it is a major centre for used ship exchanges in this region of the explored worlds. The world is 
proud of its allegiance lo the Federation and adheres siriclly to the legal ctvde of Old Earth. 
Visitors from the Empire should be aware of the rrslriclions on liie inlrtiduclion of slaves 
to the world. Any man or woman residem on the piancl for a period of num; than ihlrly days 
is autonaaiieally decreed a free person aiul law.s of Ihe Empire are not binding. This 
infonnatiort is clearly stated in all new immigration docunietits, but has caused dipkimatic 
incident.^ in the past. 

D.M, 

B«daho 

Bedahp is famous throughout the known worlds as the home of the goldskins. There 
are very few worlds which do not leave some marks upon the human population, but few 
ate as obvious aii thui of tiedaho. While many humans gO' to some lengihs to hide any effects 
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their home plunel might poklucc, the ptspulalion of Honie delight in showing off 
their differences, 

.Any form of life which grows on Home is infected by a native life form, at die sub- 
cclluiar level. It is entirely benign and some people believe that it confers resistance to sojiie 
viral infections. The only .side eftect of infection is to turn the host creature a radiant golden 
colour. A visit lo Home is like taking a uip into King Midas' court, the world glow s with gold 
from one horia.>n to the other. F-vtry living creature on the planet shimmers with life and 
glisters In golden hiecs. The crops arc gold^ the trees ara gold, the animals are gold and the 
people arc golden. 

The only other colours are pigments, prtxiuccd in vast quaniiiics by the local chemical 
plants and used at every opportunity to break up the landscape. People from Home arc 
probably uniq ue in I he kwwn worlds for prefierring granite jcwcllcty and jade omainents to 
lho5c of gold. There is liltlc demand on Home for the metal gold, except for electronics atid 
robotics, but other pnecioux metals and luxury gtn^ds are always weleonae. There is a itarly 
market on Honae for off-world animal pelts, any shape;, pattern or .shade makes a wdeotnc 
change to the locals who regjnd their planet's life fonns as being monotonously dull, despite 
the richness of ihc colours involved. 

There is a corresponding trade from Home to the rest of the known woiids for goldskin 
leather. Astrogator Corporation signed an exclusive deal with the planetary government tvf 
Home early this ceniujy giving it srde rights to commercial u.m? of goldskin feather in iis ships 
and yachts. Ii is ihc quality and coltHir of the Icalhcrwoik which maiiks an Astrogator 
spacecraft as distinctive, quite apart form the other luxury features which it might enjoy. 
Severai other companies use goldskin fabrics to give themselves an edge in the luxury markets 
as wdl. At one stage the unconlrDlled slaughter of native and imported animals threatened to 
lum the colony into an anarchy, but mterveniifsn hy the Imperial navy Ttsiorcd order. In 
mcHJem rimes the culling of local animals is striciliy controlled by government, and poaching 
carries a very heavy sentence and fine. 

The exact nalure of ihe organism which causes the goldskin effect is not completely 
determined yet, though its effects arc well understood. A creature iRira on the planet, or 
remaining there for a prolonged time (longer than 3U doys^ will become infected by the 
organism and then acquires the distintctive pigmentation within a few weeks. The colour is 
permanent and gotdskins who leave Ihe planet remain golden, but the organi.sm is not 
passed on by any form of contact. Empire techniciaiis irying tfs get die gold.<;kin efrect lo 
appear in laboratory animals have so far failed to duplicate die couditious uecessury ft>r the 
organism to survive. 

D.M. 
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Beta Hydri 

CortvcnifjnEy siiUiited 4i[)firijxii:iiaiiely haJfway hetivetn iJ^ cenircs of fwsth Pedeiaiioii 
and Entpjire ii is ow of ilio founding memebcirs of ihu Fcdioraiion, following the Or^i 
inlcritlcllttr wjtr. This large system maintains a thriving civilisation and trade. The main World 
of Homeland has established itself as a major centre for trading in luxury goods ajid the 
downtown regions of Chickens and Hooper are renowned for precious metal work and 
jewellery. The authcjiities on the plunct have attempted (o control the spread of industrial 
icchnofogy. cr^iftsmcn and women pn,>vjdc high Huality finished work, for a price. Tourism is 
a major source of income for the system, though several major corporations mainlain large 
offices here, because of the convenient location. 

The [errafonned world of New Caledonia was Settled originally by two famrlies of 
mega-millionairics of Scotlish dcscoil, from Capitol fbcforc it became the centre of Empire 
administralion). They rinanced the conversion of the world, and placed major constraints on 
its developnaenL As was the wish of the founding fatuilies, the world is devoted to game 
hunting and fishing, with large areas of die planet given over to moors, fens and foresiH 
despite (he relatively high p<Tpula(iim, The planet lives hy tciuriMii and sp<>HLhg events. The 
planet also ha.s a repumiion for good stables and has held (he intcmellnr equestrian finals more 
often I him any other planet. 

New Calodonta al:so lias a reputation for ptreducing llic ficiest liquor in civili.sed space, 
widi several distilleries vying for the highest accolades. Many believe that the ultimate prize 
must be held for Fujiyama Old Cold, or Glen Halyconia whiskeys, 

D.M. 

Cemiess 

A curious system, thought lo have lost its outer planets many millenia ago due to a 
close encounter with another star systeru. The lack of gas giant!; in dte system delayed any 
major settlement until despite the incier planet, Maxwell being quite minerai rich 
(named after the ancient explorer Pol Maxwoll. now widely known from the popular dream 
sequence “Maxwell Returns”). The early minerri found (he cost of briniging in thdr own fuel 
Outweighed Ihc potenlial gain. It seems hard to bcltcvc now. with the Core so ihoroughly 
populated, that a known ‘mincra.1 rich' wonld be left alone for so long, but in those days 
planets were plentiful and people thinly spread. The Ckmc then was much like the Outer Rim 
today. It was also before the invention of the shield genemtor, so scooping fuel from a star was 
out of the question. 

iTie Empire began tcrndorriuni Cemiess 2 in .1080, partly to .satisfy the enormous 
demand for outdoor space by its explodmg populalion, and partly as a political snub to the 
Federation. The Fedcrasion had previously claimed tlie world, but the decision to start the 
tcrrafPiming process was still tied up in bureaucracy ■ the Federal Senate had already 
po‘jtp<.Hicd (he scheme three times in order to keep wilhin budget on the New Worlds project. 
This was largely due to Governor Santorini of Tau Ccti (nicknamed 'PrDxmire' by the press 
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from some ohsctire historical refcrerice) whose cost cutting exercises are now .seen as having 
been very destructive to Fedcntl progrew in the long term. Nevertheless his lax cutting 
policies were popular at the lime, and he is stilt the longest serving governor Ihcrc ■ 7b years 
up to his assassination in i^09S. Emerald wa,s first settled by Imperial colonists in 3l0l , shortly 
followed by a heavily armed group from the Federation led by Admiral O'Brien. He 
personally supervised the building of a major fortification in only three days (seen in ihe gung- 
ho propaganda film '"O'Brien's Wur”>, but all there died a week later from a roystcrious 
plague. Both sides fought inlcrmittenlly over Emerald for the next thirty years ending when 
Imperial Clone Troops were sent in, and the Imperial XV Fleet were stationed there. A 
diplomatii: solution was Jlnatly found in 3136 in ihe Emerald Treaty, svhicb narrowly avoided 
an assuuli by an cnorensjus Federal task force, and brought about the uneasy peace w^c have 
today. It is also why Ccraicss is the only Imperial system in which slavery is illegal. This was 
to satisfy Federal dc-mand.s, but there is reputed to be a thriving black market in them. 

DB 

inanes^ 

The. colonist of this syslem established a rigouRwis communist hierarchy on the only 
oxygen armosphcie planet of the system. The regime has prospered and the body politic 
dominate the other worlds' starports. The population of the worlds are booniing and Increasing 
in prosperity. All mining and industrial interests are .state owned and largely automated. 
Slavery is quietly forbLdiden and freedom is a-Ssured to any (.me uTriving in die icrriiOTy 
regardless of ruce. Religious eeremonios of any form are illegal and eommitmenis made in 
such eircumstances are regarded as void under Enancss Inw. 

All inhabitants of the system have a birlbrigln guaranteed by the state, which is a singEa 
journey ticket to either Earth or CapiEol, no other property i.s acknowledged. Political 
IndoctrinatEon begins early on in chitJhoixI, but anyone declaring a desire to leave is free to do 
.so. There is no reiuin permitted, however, [minigration u> the wcjrlds is strictly controllctl and 
all giMsis are tunted over to the state on arrival. TrwJcrs and vlsiiyjx sometimes find the 
attitude of the inhabitant,s to material goods disconcerting. 

The academy of Rymhimanman is justly famous for its theoretical physics and 
ehemisliy departments. It also boasts the foundation eslahlished by Wyksymdra Baranha to 
explore and exploit Enaness 4. Wyksymdra is famous for his conjecture that the fourth planet 
of Hnartess was Ihe homeworld of a civilised alien race, who later terrafonned Charles Colony 
when they rendered their own world uninhabitable by excessive pollution. Tiie evidence for 
this theory is hotly disputed by many emineriL archeologists, but they are at a loss to explain 
the peculiar mineral deposits of Enaness 4 and tlw absence of ancient fossils on Enancss 5. 
The abrupt appearance of life 'spaing full grown in all its glory'' suggests, to Baranha, 
tentative evidence of the works of an ancient spacefaring civilisation. 

If this theory is correct, there is no doubt that the alien species, and all tangible artifacts 
have disappeared during the intervening millenia. Pan of the work of Ihc foundation is to 
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analyse ihc native speeies of other alien worlds and stc if there are imy anomalous stmilarilics 
across worlds. The lask is uionuiiifintal and no concluHivc irsults ate expected for at least a 
cenlury. The foyndation is supported by voluntary comribuiions from a number of trusts and 
charities. For infaTmatioii about donations* consult your local libniry tlaiabase. 

DM 

Epsilon Eridani 

This systcin has nine planets , three of which ate home to huiniins. The ntost notable, is 
the. inner planet New California, terraformed by the Cistxi Ctwporalion in 2958. This large 
conglomctatc made a f<mune with a piilentcd terraforming meihiHl and mjw' they have interests 
ill innumerable fields. It is a beautiful world with stunning panorania-v cverywhere-t flowers, 
esoiic trees* rivers and ntounlains have been carefufly placed to be aesthetic. In fact it is so 
consistently p!cturesq.uc that some penple become distressed. When they are used to worlds 
with pockets of scenic beauty scaticred amongst jungles of tJie urban type, it all gels a bit ti.>o 
much On New California where there isn'l so much as a discarded vidicubc wrapper in the 
verdant gartlcn. 

Most come here fur the Cisco Theme Park which was set up W'ith no expense spared, 
and co.sts a fortune to visit. [l is well worth it though, because you can live in a W'orld of 
almwi any fantasy you wush, even murder fsEaviis are very useful}, [f you warn a break 
from iIk lu'shuess outside* you can elect to stay for a day at die Ancient London Earih World 
of 1995. Every effort has been made to make it as ttutheulic as possible, it even has the 
stench of pollullcin. 

Evetyf fantasy theme has its owu complex which is self contained, with actors to help 
tourists pliiy a part In ad:vcnturies and feet that j| is real. You can pay a little extra and 
have 41 pcr-Honal android servant that looks exactly like the personality of your choice, 
for when you arc relaxing in the hotel section. The mustt fHi£|uenlly attended is 
the Erotic Pleasures of the CiUlaxy Centre which is not for ihc prudish or the faint hearted. 
Auiongsl the custoiiifcrs there arc always a number of private delcctivciii doing ‘research' 
for angry clienLs who think their partttcr is up lo no goixl having found receipts from 
Cisco I'hcme Park. 

There an: more wholesome themes on offer and it is not worth describing more 
because one man's fantasy may be the every day drudgery of another. Remember there are 
always psychiatiist-S on hand to help you prepare for rendily when you have to return hotne. 


Eta Cassiopeia 

A very unusual system, wbidh went unexploiied for a long rime after a small error in 
the C'QiTiprehensi ve Star Survey of 21. 53 logged the system as a biiiitry with no planets. It is the 
only system known (so far!) with hahiiahle worlds in the Trojan point-s of a large plaitetary 
bfidy. with all three bodies moving in exactly the same orbital path, separated by dO degrees. 
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Bosh ihe.Hc worlds (Trojan and Ecynman) have iruligeiious life and examination of their 
biolo^cal simciure shows them lo be based cm the same DN A-lLke genetic meehanism as each 
other. CuTTcni theories, suggest thal particles spread along die orbital palh following an 
asScroidid impitct with Trojan, on which life was jusi emerging, and reached the atmosphere of 
Feynman rehnlvely intact. Though there is evidence for u major glancing imfract on Trojan in 
its early history (ilMsught by some to have, helped form its iruKUi), this is highly conlcsled by 
some scicTHi&LH,The Federal Navy tettaformed the only miMin of the gas giant Between in the 
2970s lo give an ideal train Ing ground for pianctaiy assault iroopH, and now that the Nava] 
Academy has been moved here, it is the foremos! naval training centre. Tliere are no surface 
settlenKnts for civilian visitoi^, they must di&embafk. at ibc oihiial station “Morgue's 
Moriuaiy". The slaticm was naroed (at first it was only a nickname) afier a lyninnical naval 
training sergeint Maxim lllian Morgue. He was found guilty of abusing hi.'! position and was 
executed, following a mutiny after Twenty of his recruits died in a single horrific incident. 

Both Trtijjin and Feynman arc largely agricultPral worlds* Trojan is the more heavily 
populated* and was the first to be seiitcd. It is also where most of the light scrx-icc industric,s 
which supply the Navy are ba.sod;. The Navy import most of their heavy equiprrtenL from other 
nearby systems (especially fnan Camp Poweii in AC+79 3&SS) since the joint government 
here highly disccatragc the polluting heavy industry this would require. Feynman (named after 
an ancient physicist) is almost entirely agricultural, and is joked about within tlie navy a.s. 
being the tmwi boring place for shore leave. The well known saying '‘getting leave on 
Hicksvilk” was .started here. 


Exbeur 

The. planet Shechanwwld was initially overlooked in the exploitation of this region of 
space, the Federation gained a very firm grip on the planets and nearby star systems 
and relied on niairtty automatic mining ships lo develop the region* Because of this 
human population of the .'iiars was relatively slow. There W'ere further set-backs 
for the first colonists on the planet* with the first two settlements being wiped out by 
mystcriou-H plagues. 

The natural life on this cold planet were njUurally hardy and many intrepid explorers 
fell victim to local parasites xvhich managed lo find comfortable host.s amongst the humans. 
The planet B not an ioe world, although it has large glaciated regions. There are fertile areas 
close to die equator and most humans chot>.re to live there. The life on Sheehan world k no 
longer harsh. FeileratLsin cultivators and harvesting machine.'! have cleared large tracts of all 
native species atud Earth ha.sic stock has been imported to take over the cleared land. 

The most successful animals imported to the planet have come from the antipodes of 
Eajili, with kangaroos* duck-hiUed platypuse,s and wombats prtjviding u peculiar set of 
creatures to exploit a foreign ecology. The success of the duck-billed platypus i.s especialEy 
reniarkable considering its own precarious exi.snence on Earth itself, where the amnial is 
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miiinly CE^nOncd zoos and bleeding laboraioric^. An ironic tuirn-ahout is pro't'i<fcd by Ehe 
nibbii, which wreaked such havoc when it was imnaduced iet Australia on Eanh; il completely 
faited io Find a Foothold on Sheehan world. In fact, the Sheehan world parasite which 
kilted most of the rabbits introduced is now used on Eatlh to control ihe population 
back in Australia, 

Tire planets of Exbeur art not known for the commcxciat crops grown there, but rather 
as die cenire of operations for ihc Fcdicraiion mining concerns which operate in the volume of 
spitce nearby, Esbeur is home for one of the Federations largest mining fleets, and repair 
facilities for automated: mining equipment can be found here, for Federation owned 
machines. Some Coiporation vessels have service contracts here, but these are rarely leased to 
individual traders. 

The miners bf the Federation are leiiowned as nitigh and ready types, and strangers 
wandering into any of the planetary bars or saloons may be surprised at the frequency of fist- 
fights, The experiences of a real life Exheur miner, Douglas Mounthilben form the basis of 
one of the most popular vid-seriCH Times of Splendour back at the Federation heart. Although 
the series has glamorised the events considerably, historians such as Aldwaiib Rumbait arc 
quick to disclaim the series as popular trash, but have to agree that in many matters of detail it 
accurutcly portrays the early development of die Exbeur system <tnd establishment of Camp 
Biggs and Nakamichi Depot, 

There is a museum in Makamschi Depot to the memory of Moanthilbcit, umlaining 
some of ihe ranmrkable footage ever captured on vid. A restored version of the vid can 
be enjoyed by anyone visiting. Jt lecofds how Douglas managed to defend one of the local 
farmers fiura attack by a leopard hawk, one of the loeai predalor.s. The 'hawks were a bane of 
[be early colonists, once the plagues were overcsifnC. and Mounthilben 's battle is the only 
recorded Incident wliere a man be.stcd one- of the creatures with his bare hands. As well as 
being the storyline for many plays and an episode o-f Times.,, die event captured the 
tmagsnation Oif Jjagged Bbanner who dedicated their recording Death and Di.shonour to the 
memory' of Dtmghm, (The Mounihitbcri estate found the title offensive and tried to sue the 
band, but wtre urt,succcssfut). 

DM, 

Exioce 

O'Rourke Colony is not a particularly ho-spiiable world, since the surface temperature 
of the World never goes above ihe freezing p<]im of ivatcr. It became of interest to the 
sdicnlific community when the rest of the .system was explored. The third planet show.s 
evidence of being terraformed in the very disiitut pasi, although the conosive aPnosphere 
suggests a very different life foim than huiuankind was responsible. This discovery led to 
massive research investment by Iwib Federaiipn, and Empire in the system, Thatcher Starport 
grew nut of a group of industrial chemist-s investigaring the origins of ilie Exioce III 
'biosphen:'. It is now a centre for the fabrication of superconductors and related producls. 
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Eipcrimcnl was terraformed by the Empire and lhi« world h now the heart of ihe 
system. Being so much nearer to the star, it maintains a far more clemcnl clirnmc, with a year 
half as tong as that of O’Rourke, from its early beginnings as a rtscarch station, to monitor 
closely the tenafoiming process, de Gaol Depot has bcttimc ihc ccntec for adminlslration in 
the system, Thera are abundant mineral pesouracs amongst (he worlds of the system and it is a 
major p«xluction centre for computera and robotics. 

Attempts to ininoducx; livestock onto Experiment have been largely unsuccessful, and 
O'Rourke colony has a polar climate, .severely festricting (he anima].s able to survive there, 
Polar bears and seals have adapted well, compering on cqutil terms with the lndigienoua life 
fomis, hut no oilier Earth animals have adapted to ihc conditions, A fierce native predator has 
been chriJiiened (he Ycii, after a mythical creature from antiquity, and ha.s been responsible for 
the death, s of over two hundred research .stafT during the hisntry of the colony. This, in turn, 
has made the system attractive to big game hunlcrs, 

DM. 

Ixtila 

Tlte farmera of Cancr’s World are justly proud of their repumtion for pnxJucing some 
of (he richest harvesis of the Empire. Food exported from the World find their way to 
Achenai, Facccc and even Earth, where the ground irec is a favourite ddicaey amongst the 
high society and luxury catering industry. The cross bred grain varieties of Carter’ s World are 
repuied lo rtiiike tlie finest bread in (he known worlds and the Revised Catholic Mission of 
Aymiay insist Ihat all their holy wafers be made with pure Carter wheat. 

The populace of Carter’s World are a racially mixed group, wiih several waves of 
settlers with different backgrounds lauding and making a Fresh start under the harsh light of 
Exlita, The planet Im an 'open door' policy for immigration and the relatively simple and 
disorganised feunlal ruling .‘iystem fitiiisi an agricutiural life siyle. Despite the variety of racial 
backgrounds, the inhabiiants of Carter's Worid hai-e a very unifomi appearance lo off- 
woflders. The harsh sonlrghl and (he high gravity have bred a distinctive bulky dafk-^kinncd 
race ■wjih a marked disdain for any kind of pretension. 

The indigenous life forms of Carter’s World are toleraicd, but not pampered, a local 
hexapod is used as draught anirnal by most fanmers, but with typical Carter bluntness il is 
Called beast and has no more formal name. The local fauna compete Fairly evenly with 
imported Achenar and Eanh stock, but ihe rtidivc plant life is not compatible with human 
digestive Pacts and so imported varieties are fairntx!, A few vems can be found hauling loads 
for the most prosperoos fann coinmuitilics, Tbe iraporlcd vemx are highly prized and more 
than one local war has broken out over dispuEes about land use with the animals. These wars 
arc highly localised affairs aral [radLlj<Hi Tortiids the use of military cm: heavy weapons. 
Disputes are usually beiweert neighbouring villages and rarely escalate further. 

Visitors to Carter's World yre made u’clcome and the local hospitality is freely 
extended to one and all. Most vLsiiorM End the 2.S siandanj gravities a bit daunting, but booster 
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atvots can tcminirurily overcome this. L/nIcss a iravellcr has irown up in high gravity 
environments. sitEnLnms exercise should be avoideij. There are organised tourist vistis of ail 
the famous planetary features of Carter's Wyrid and tourists aure advised to keep with the 
regEStened lour^. 

D.M. 


Facec« 

Known M the second capital O'!’ the Empire, this system is the home of one of the nsajor 
Empire fleets. The commercial and industrial heart of riiC: sysiem is the oxygen atmosphere 
planet of TopB>;, famed for its spectacular rift vaUeys and tremendous waterfulls- Mineral 
exploitation dcvcltipimcni of Topaz is eonfttved to deep mines and the planet supptsrts a 
thriving tourist industry in addision to the vital administrative support it provides the Empice. 
Many of the Empire's most projniticnl poltlicians and offioers have tlieir second homes on the 
lake shi>ns.s of Topaz. 

The eighth planet, titer's Wreck htwi been taken over by the militaiy, and training 
bases have been esiahlislied there, for this reason the planet is interdicted and no casual 
visitors are allowed- It otjrtesponds cioscly to the military worlds of the Fcdcrulion such as 
Mavy Centra] on Eta C-asinpia. The military industrial complexes of the Facecc system are self 
supportiug, with military fuel synthesis using the abundant power in the sysiem. If yrntr credit 
is sufficient, thete are no better faei lilies in the Empire than those available here Idr 
equipping » vessel. 

The proximity of -SO much Empire force means that the traveller in ihis atca has little to 
fear from pirate raiders, through adheieuce to Empire law is of prime importance. For a visitor 
from the Federation. Topaz seems like a condensation of all things Empire, and in many wrays 
the regime is enforced more strictly than on Capitol. Tourists must he absolutely sure that all 
papers ate in Order Md always keep their identity disJes to hand. 

The planet of Topax hfCi been colon i-sed for almost a.n tong as Capitol, and bears the 
marks of some of the carty excesses of the Empire, parttculaiiy witli regard to the race laws 
and early eugenics pTOgrams. The native life forms have been rigorously suppressed and Earth 
forms have taken control completely, ilic Quagga was iniroduced early on in the colonisation 
program and vast herds now roam parts of the ptanct- Topaz is almost unique of the known 
planCLS since an attempt to introduce rabbits to cXlcrminale native herbivores failed 
eompteiely early in the colony's hisloiy. 

D.M. 

Fawaol 

The Fawaol system was originally expiorctl by scoME.s fiom the Darius FountEation, in 
an attempt to find a platict which could be used as a base for genetic engineering tcseaieh- The 
first colony was established two years after discovery of ihe planeE and a wide variety of 
animal life was. imported: from all the oxvpen atmosphere worlds of explored space. TTie 
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Foundation imended to exploit the diffcDcnt forms tmd experiments were undertaken to cross 
breed and geneiically combine strains from entirely different evoiutjonitry groups. 

The work wa-s undertaken in strict sccteey. since the manipulaitous being conducted 
were of highly dangeiious and illegal nature. .Mo-one i.n likely to know of the results of the 
work, however, sinc^ die early experiiTHiiiial records and ‘creations’ were deiiirt>yed in a scries 
of raids by cxirome eco-terrorisls on ihe principal laburatories of the Foundation. DocumetUs 
related to the cxperimenLs had been leaked to concerned organisations, and their contents were 
so horrilying to the general public that although one httndred and seventy femr temtrists were 
untested by planetary auiliorities. all were acquitted on tcehnicalities. 

Tlie Empire sent armed forces to fmisb llie work of the terrorists and the Darius 
Foundation w^is destroyed forever, 'fhere remaiited: the question of what to do with the 
enormous range of animsil.s left after the laboratories were dismantled. Quentin Cholmondley 
presented a proposal to convert laige tracts of the world, (renamed TrSty after the commander 
of die Empire fleet ) into game reserves and zoological gardens. The intention was to provkk 
micro-enviromnents lailoted to each group of species and establish the largest series of free 
range liabitats in space, where animals from all ptancls Could be seen in cofldiiton.h as dose a,s 
ptjMiible to Ihe wild. 

After the success and popular aedaim fw die ecological fighters tlie idea of confining 
the creatures through arlirieial barriers was dismissed, and alternatisfc methods of separating 
die widely different animal species were soughL In addition to the use of geological features 
and araficial earthworks, several biological methods are employed in the game parks of 
Tmey. Tliesc range fn.]in die poisonous and repdiant gem ini worms of Ackand-no to the 
genetically enhanced tigers of Achenar, which are u.sed to confine large herd animals to ttieir 
prescribed lands. 

Tracy hiw a twelve hour day and though the change of day length does not aft'ect many 
of the imponed species, few purely noclumaL hunters manage to Flourish and have to be 
assisted hy (lie zoo staff instead. Tlic zoos are staffed on a permanent basis by teams of rangers 
and scicnlists who perform all n^ecessary culling in a controlled and systematic fashion, The 
Empire retains a police force to deter poachers and game hunters and unUecn.^d kilting of any 
creature on the wt3rld jfi illegal and cames sllfl penalties and fines. 

DM. 

Lsedta 

Mattsficid Colony began aa a Federation re-supply depot for deep space exploration. 
Tlie initial cokrfy was provided with workshops and hyperdrivc repair facilities and 
automated Federation mining equipment wa.s brought to provide the necessary raw materials. 
The local ecology of the main continen i suffered terribly due lo the uncniighietvc J attitudes of 
1hc commanders of the Federation navy at ihe time. In retrospect, the damage thui was done to 
the planetary environment seems lerrihle, hut at the time the single idea uppermstet in the 
minds resiKMi&iblc for space exploration wa.s 'expand'. 
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Al ihe time Laedla wai explofteLl and ckivelcipcil, shcnc was serious concern aniCKOgst 
humanity in general that there was a beHigereni: cstra-tcrrcstrial race waging war on new 
planets. Many ships were disappearing ntHf Zclacki. Ququve ar>d Aymiay and the Federation 
was keen to expand in a different region in case the fears of non-huinan eneountcirs 
wem verifieii 

To this day, the loss of tliirteen expioralion ves.ncis W'iitiin a single sector in three 
months remains unexplained, but similar htirsts of liwscs have- occurred on ■different occasions, 
at the edges of expatvding humatt space. The threat of alien invasion or warfare has ■dimirtisheti 
however, since no ttciive encounlcr has ever been recorded and, no trace of non-human 
civilisation has been reliably confiimcd on any planet. 

Mansfield colony was put togeiher in n frenzy of panic, when the Federation 
anticipated a war which never ernerged. The colony was equipped with a mass of sophisticaied 
robotic equipment and loaehinc shops, but few eolonists. The second stage of coJonisaiian set 
out to reverse this trend, immigraiton by thousands of peasant farmerH ffijm worlds bordering 
the Empire. As the population changed front inititarj' dominated mininig and refurbishing to a 
more agricultural base, the Federatiuiii navy presence was reduced. 

The Empire invaded Mftnsfictd colony in force on Lightning Thursday^ and the 
Federation forces wert tn'erwhelmcd within two hours. Jt was the greatest .set-back die Ghurka 
regiment of the Federal ion has ever suffered and it confirmed the Empire's Ckmc troopers 
as. ihcir elite forces. The empire ensured thai the Fedcrafion Could not reclaim the 
world by establishing strong fortifications at Maiwelt City and Suzuki town arwi two naval 
bases off planet. 

Once the Bmpirc bad taken control of the poptilatiori, they lo^t no lime in re- 
establishing an tndu stria] cconomk ba.se for the platiei. The wiXTid and the outer planets are all 
donatetl by Fjnpirc mining concerns, and Mansfidd colony i^f a net importer of food in so'rae 
years. (This is due to Empire reliaivce on single sirnin crtjps which can be veiy vulrterable to 
epidemics, when the entire world crop of a particular type may be destroyed.) 

D.M 

Lave 

The urading centre for ihls region of unusual systems. Through some unexplained quirk 
of nature all systems have just one inhabited world orbiting a single star. These systems are 
often known as 'The Old Worlds" as they were antongsi the first to be setited, despite their 
tack of ga.s giants. They were also renowned: for their lawle,ssnes..s as only the ccjrpnratc staic-s 
in the region had any police force to speak about. 

‘'Lave is mt>sl famous for its vast raijt forests airJ ilie Lavian inee gruh" as the main 
planet ured iu be described on the now outdated Data on System.^ publication freun the Elite 
Federation of Pi lots. Much of the rain forest has now been ent down by iTrc.sponslblc locals, 
wishing lo raise caitic, and the famous U'ce grub is on die verge of extintiion in its natural 




THE GtAZETTEER 


habitat. Unfortunialcly it is very sensitive lo its environnicnt. and alt attempts to bitted dtem in 
capiivity have so far failed. ITie ecological demonstrations (made up almost entirely by ttff- 
worldcrs) here arc alnvcrst continuous: $o much so that many come here regularly on ihcir 
vacations in ortfer to protest. Indeed. Ironically the dEctaior Dr. Walden once referred lo 
the protesters on a vid interview as "‘Our thriving tourisr industry'' and also said ’''Hic 
system's economy depend-s ort them so much so that we cannot nffoid to stop cutting 
down the forests!'’, 

D.B. 


Liaedin 

The hot while star of Liacdln scars the surface of Schneider Colony with a bright 
actinic glare. The inhabitants have come to learn that hiding from the light, especiaJly In the 
mlddsiy hours is vitally necessary lo avoid dangerous skin cancers. In local slang, a trip out in 
(he midday sun is to invoke ‘dtath from above' . The locals have a very sanguine altitude to 
life and death, since in (be pii.m few hundred years they have been subject to far more 'death 
from above' than jnsi ihe sunlight, 

Sdriiteider Colony has had ntmverous starpt>n.s established in the past aEvd New Consens 
is only the latest in a long line of tOL-al c:ipital.s. The remains of some of the others do4 the 
landscape here and there, scattered amongst radioactive craters and pock-marks form other 
debris of the almost continual skiimibhingovcr the planet betwee-n the Federation and Empire. 
Tlie plaitel i.s talaUigucd in most libraries as being 'disputed' buL the true situatjon is that the 
population arc in an almost continual state of civil war. and neither the Federation nor Etttptitt 
seem very^ keen to end the situation. 

The burning surface of New Cousens supports a very vigorous form of native llfc, 
which have a very rapid growih cycle. Some ptaitts sprout from nuthmg to full growth, 
reproduce and then decay within a single ■day. since they are. kilted by the midday light. Earth 
crops have not adapted wdJ to the harsh ejivironment and most colonlsls survive on 
hydroponic erttps grown In filtered light In sheltered darklujujics, There arc few targe animals 
native to the worldtthc largest so far disco^'Cred is a burrowing w'onii 20 metres tong which 
inhabi|.s the tropical deserts wlilch lie In two hiimb just .South and North of the jilaneuiiy p<j1ch. 

The presence of the giant worm.H in the deserts of Schneider Cotony was revealed by 
the peculiar metal rich pattenii; deloi’icd in the Intlial orbital survey of the wijrJd, conducted by 
Theodore Schnetder. He believed the intricate patterns to be. the work of native intelligences 
eager to give messages lo visiting si-HirennulK, When it was discovered that they were merely 
the waste products of a native w^oim with less intelligence than an average dog. Schneider 
relirK|uished claim on the world and flew off in search of tnue extra [erre.sirial inielligctKC. 

ITieodoitt Schneider left the colony in the hands of two familie.H, the Blosisoms and the 
Favcols. The Blossom family contracted a group of planetary engiiKcm to pureuc the 
exploitation of Ihe sea.s. which ure very mineral rich. The Faveols imported Empire icchnnlogy 
and bred a hybrid worm which hnetowett deeper into the deserts tuid actively .sought out 
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mincnil rich earth, nie KavooEs tiiave y imil of enriched ores as they Jtiove thmugh Ehc ground, 
which can be easily han'e^led with cheap mechanical device.s. The seemts pf ihc sea mines 
and the burning worms have been proiecled diligently and hajided down fnciin oek generation 
to the ncKl and are Lmdoubletlly the best kept secrets on the pJatiet, 

It 3ia.h become traditional to call For assistance froiri cither the timpire ffor the 
descendanls uf ihc Favcols) or the Hedenition ffor the Blossoms} at ihe. slightest iiiirijigcmcns 
of Ihe convoluted territorial laws, on 5^ehl^cide^^s Colony, or if mineral nutitas arc exceeded by 
either Family, The Federation and Empire both seem content to continue the dispute, perhaps 
viewing il as a good ttHiing ground for new military hanlwarc, without wishing to start 
contlict in more prospcrutis areas. 

The Federation maintain a sinall permanent force at Wilson Base, on Ulrich's rock, 
v/hile the Empire has taken over Moore's World and the small slarport of Smith Town, 
Visiioi^ to any of lltese w<irlds should be aware of the cotvslant tension which prevails and 
the delicate politics vvhich prevents full scale war from hreaking out here. Be very careful to 
ensure ibat all doeumcnis are up to date and accurate before venturi tie Into this s,ys:tem. 


Llaquitu 

lire water world of Nc-w Csthfomla is famous for the wide, range ttf medicines which tlte 
abundant ocean life provide. The World is devoid of ;utivat»ccd life forms, with no natural 
vertebrate forms. Evolution appears to have pursued a similar route as on Eartli. with plants and 
simple life developing in llie oceans, but the most advanced species arc equivalent to the 
lerrestrial ochinoderms. Efesfiitc the uuiiopbisticatcd anaiomy of llie animHln, the ocean teems wilh 
life and it yields an abundani han^csl for the farming common ilic-S which now inhabit the world. 

The life Ri*im.s of New California may lack sophisticalion, but a huge variety of 
developments have occurred in the benign environment of the hot ocean. On Eanb, some of 
the most potent poismns known to inankind are found in the jellyfish, juid (his is true of 
Liaquciu's planet as well. Early selllers fell easy prey to the local creainmiH noaicrs and flying 
dnevfs frems wlds their potent nerve toxins. Even nowadays, the fish farmer^ have to beware 
of (he swarming raigratioti patlern.s of whip slimes, 

fhe deadly venom of many of ihc species of New CaiiftimEa have spawned a thriving 
pharmaceutical trade. The factory and laboratory ship.s of major inlcT^tcIlar drug compiuiies keep 
track ol‘ the ocean currents and harvest a rich variety of niitoral drugs ar»d mcdLcatlons. They jilw 
serve to notify tlte retiidcnl fisheries of unexpected ccmcenirHlion-s of dangerous fauna. 

Many varieties of aquatic life frotn Earth and other worlds have been introduced to the 
ocetms of New Citlifomia. Local cavirtstimemai hVbbies have made no progress ai limiting the 
import of foreign life forms. In many cases the iiuroductions have been unsuccessful and 
several amhiiiuus coromcrcEal farming veniiires have come to nothing. The dolphins and killer 
whales of Earth, and the baLrabous and inqoqo of Cemicjjs hiivc done particularly welL but arc not 
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commercially exploited due to their recognised intelligence levelti. The most Successful 
commereial fi-sh crop is the stinger of Facece which Is the local staple food arid u valuable export. 

The largest predator on New California is a species of eleven Eimbwl starfish known as 
Goddita, a historical referecice of uncertain origin. The rtalura.list and environmental lohhyist 
M'harma Dennet has captured on film, the remarkable fight between a godzilla and a Sperm 
whale following the battle in an aiicraft and finally diving into the ocean to caich the final 
momems a.s die godzilla dispatched the giant mammal. The film has won >>cvcral awards, 
including the prestigious DIGMA bnmze star. 


Phekda 

The Phekda system was opened up by three major corpitrations simultaneously. 
Kamawachi, Bcll-Trakct and Inter-ujarkct, A brief spell of mutual cooperation soon 
degenerated into fierce corporate wiiiring. resulting in the destmetion of most of the originaf 
bases. Several small prcHSUre groups converged on ihc planet of New Calitbmia and set up 
independent operatioris, using military hardware from a nearby war to enforec their 
independence, lo ihc uncontrolled warring, much of the indl|enous life was destroy'cd by 
bacterial warfare aEwi radioactive fall-out. Many parts of the World are still contaminated. The 
entire .system now operates as an anambic state and visilorts must he prepared to deal with each 
individual entirely on dteir own merits. 

h is a dangerous system to visit, especially on a casual basis, since there is no law 
enforcement in the system. Every once in a while the Federation aElernpt.'i to impose order, but 
The fiercely independent colonises resort to guerilla lactic.s to niaintaiu ihcir "freedom'. Any 
traveller visiting the system during .such a sortie can expect to be treated in a very irndiguifieil 
fashion and may even have lo stand I rial as a spy. 'The system is also a haven for escipext 
convicts and bouiiiy burners. 

All in all a highly oneiviliscd region aiid wdl worth missing by any law abiding citizen. 
D.M. 

Pbiagre 

.‘Stevcn.son is a cold world orhiiing an isolated star of this, ternary system, it is a 
Corpisratc pluncl, but rujis along tiie line.'; of the Empire rather than the Federation, and visilors: 
and t^mrisls mist be sure to have all p«pcni and idcntiflcatioti readily to hand if they land ai 
either Fortress Biimingham ta' Nakamiebi's Camp. Despite ihe martial sounding name, 
Fanre.Hs Birmingham has never been, the focus of military acticai and the history of the planet 
has been quite peaceful, the. civil war which established the. pEancl as an independent, 
Q.wpyralc run World occurred within a decade of first landing arkl ihe govcmmental structure 
has all the mcrils and deficiencies of a long established bureaticracy. 
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Tlsere was a gricat nwvcmejil tow'ards eco-awareness ai the ume of the colony's 
rrniiJdaiEfjiii, and plvdscs to conserve the native forms were forced on the Ctnpomtons from 
the dotsec. This pfnvcd lo the opnipames" advantage when the native flora and faunn't were later 
CJiploiccd commercially. "Ihe low mean temperaiiure yf the wydeJ has pnoduced stime 
CKtrcincly handy plants and aiilmah,, of great intcnssi to sctcnlisl-ii and with huge commercial 
spin'offs. There is geological evidence lhat the placid has had a much warmer climate in the 
past, and this may In pan explain how the life forms of this world have proved so adapiiibEc to 
other w'orlds- 

Few companies on individuals with an interest in terrafonning and planelajry 
modification will be unfaniiliar with grana-ruot. This had bcconte one of the major planei- 
breakers for terrafomiing operations. It can out-compele many simpler plants and directly 
consufEw laih'ined bsicteria i^strains IGH\Ct'i\ag I, IV miii V), bteaking up earth and soil to 
provide fertile land for grain crops. At tlie. same lime, ihe spread of grana-root is controlled by 
appilcK, a burrowing worm also derived rmm one of the cteauincs of Stevenson. 

For many, thoLigb, the most famiitar of the animals of this wcjtld will he the verris, 
which is probably to he found on more worlds than any odier single Species, except mankind 
itself, The giant creature, with its erMirmons musclept^wer and placid nature, is standard 
equipment for many new colony ships. Transponed Jis fertilised ova, it has replaced 
mtcchanicaJ tractors on many emerging worlds, especially those of the Empire and hiy- 
cnginEcring orienied Corporations. Records indicate thai the veirk can grow to appamimaiely 
three times the si:»e of the Earth elephant. It is an omnivore and can adapt to digest most feeda, 
though the potato-grape of Aniave is known to be the Idcid fc«l for the animal. Finally, many 
eotonics have found that the versatile hair and hides of the creatures have reduced the need for 
expensive import of materials from off-pianet during early years of colonial development, 

Verrix for export arc genetically pure strains, geneilcaJly mcKiiried lo be sterile aflcx 
three generations. This is a Corporation device, to ensure a continuing market for iheir 
animals. The strict quarantine laws and lieavy penalties for impijfl or export of any live 
animals arc designed to maintain the Corporaiions siringle-hold on the verrix market. Visitors 
(!> the verrix farming regions are welcome. The sight of herds of the enormous creatures 
trampling the plains, herded by enbanced polar-bears from Exio<x is quite ama/ing. As one 
pocticaliy inclined_ visitor stated 'the polar bears .seem to dance around die verrix els if they 
were stoats herding cows on Esrih', 

Tlie O'Hanlon orbital Siacton has excellent repair facilities and boasts a number of first 
class hotels. The sight from the station of the planet and ternary syslem 31 c qui te spectacular. 
Fhi^gre is an inieresiing stopov^cr between the FederatiM and Empire and weit worth » visit by 
even a ca.sual tourist. 

DM. 
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Quinc«i 

The .second planet of this system. New America was claimed early in the life of the 
Empire and has stayed loyal from the very beginning. The population are fiercely bound to ibe 
Empire and many of the most fanatical of the Empire's regimen|£ have a core of Quinect 
soldiers. The Empire's tolerance of genetic manlpulailon ha.«i found a ready hold in the people 
of Cjuince and here more ihan anywheft else in the worlds the principles of direcled 
development have been pursued. 

The most deadly insult which can be delivered lo a native Quincei is lo sturc too long 
or too hard. Tiiis can be difficult for some4.>ne hrought up in the shdietcd worlds of the 
Federation, [t ia quite po.ssihlc 10 meet engmceicd humans with vety heavily adapted 
physiques to enable ihcm 10 operate effectively under the seas, or high in the mountains of 
New America atwf even the occasional attempt at growing extra lienhs can be glimpsed now 
and then. Since duelling is permitted In Empire law, and choice of approach is left to natives, 
visitors should be careful when wandering the sirecis of any of the major starports not to gawp 
loo openly. 

The principles of directed development mean that most hirihs on the planet arc 
planned, inttoed designed, but the inhabitanis are al.so maiuters of genetic grafting 
and implant surgery, so a person's form is very flexible. If you make friends with a native 
during one visit, you may be Surprised at their appearance when you next meet 
them. The eobancement possible by the best of Empire technology is frowned on by 
Federation law. but is available at a price to anyone who wants it, in ihc laboratories of 
Simpson Town. 

DM. 

Quphidth 

An independent world in which feudal land barons are propped up with 'aid' from the 
Empire, to avoidi this world and its interesting blojogy being consumed by the Federation. 

The Qupbieth system was first visited by Augu.sttiS Brcoquilh, a rich eccentric from 
Old Earth who spent the latter half of his lift exploring and opening up new stellar systems. 
He was one of the great early explorers;, and left F,arth in a highly modified. Griffon class 
freighter. His sJiip was extensively altered, to enable it lo make very long Jumps [for the time) 
and most of the cargo space vi'-*ts converted lo life suppon and message capsules. He left Earth 
just after ilae third aJgjie war and vowed never to return. His aim was to explore the 
sunrounding stellar systems and provide a legacy of inhabitable planets for the people of Earth. 

Fr»r a period of 35 years, message capsules ftom Brenquith returned lo the Sol .system, 
bearing news of new worlds or hazardous planets which he had encountered. Each new amval 
spurred a wave of colonists out from the home planet to ihe new World. HLs descripLioEis of 
the plaijct-s he visited were often poetically tinged, and after so long wilhoui human company 
became ralher unreliable, but were always great media sensations. 
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Hij. itiiiitil Lks4^ripiii>ri t?f Quphklh tsntiicd mainly on the riels and diverse life of Ihe 
tisaiti ooEiLinem. and Kc wjitTnj'ly concluded from hsssi initial, aerial survey that iliere was no large 
aisirrial life present, only a rich variety of plants and insecUi. Tlie world is now famous for il>e 
fjecylinr biology which has produced the most successful non-sEandaid (i.e neither plant, 
aniinal uor fungoid) life form so far encountered. All ihe cnciUures of Quphicih combine 
realuics which lead to class] ticaliort as plant and anlnial. according to Radh slandards and they 
continue to surprise and amaze sdemific surveys to this day. 

The System is rrow most famous for the so called ‘whifiperlng palms’, which prhJucc 
jjounds 4tnd mimic the cries of local flying creatures. These planfs form huge foncsls and ihc 
din created when the planiinais echo the .sounds of a violent thunder storm have to be heard to 
be helievod. Visitors to the sy.stem are resirietcd, and export of the local species has been 
strictly controlled ever since the Dolevtcra incident. It is unusual for peniiission [o be gmiued 
for individual trips to any of the islands, where scientists are still attempting lo catalogue the 
locul life forms. 

D.M. 

Ququve 

This thinly populated Federation world is hfjrfie to ihc great Funkcnstromcr Works, a 
giant industrial chemical conglomerate which fumishcH the fittings and oqutpmcnl For 30% of 
all Fcdenition ships. The conglomerate Fivours undeveloped worlds for its industrial bases, 
since there Is less danger of law suits from ecological activists. 'Die Federation law enables 
the company to establish single owner sites and prevem access by casual 
invcstigaioni. Funkenstnomer also build very efriciem Micurily sysiems and all ihcir plants are 
very well guarded. 

New America was rjamed with a g£>r>d deal of sarcasm by the first colonists. They 
found a grim forbidding worltj arid the original choice of name was 'Inferno’, liot nvo few 
visitors caught the reference lo Dante’s outcjmosl hell and the name wa.s changed by conimpn 
vole. Life on New America wa.s confined to the seas before tlie mrival of mankind, and the 
giant icc floes and continental shelf were effectively sterile. T!ie worki was ihcrcforc ripe 
ftir plundering by the conglomerates which started work with a huge investment in robot 
la.sk forets. 

The charter of planetary development dowpi up by Fcdenition bcaurocnits for New 
America set firm iienits on the emission tsf effluents and toxic wastes. These are restricted and 
controlled so that the sea.s do not become ps.d luted by industrial effiuent. Tlje emission of 
greenhouse gases is strictly corttrollcd uchI minimum levels of emission for each type of 
industry were estahli idled ;ind uynxd with the conglomerate. Any site not meeting die 
emission require meet! must supplemtnt its o wn waste gasses with additional quunlitie,H 
generated deliberately to bring the levels above (he minimum. 

Company meicomlogisUi are mcmiloring Ihc condition of the world carefully and new 
guictc-llnes For gas levels will be preseme'tl as soon as the target heating of the planet ha.s been 


28 


THESAZETTEEn 


achieved. It i.s hoped that the wamtlng of tlie world can be condacieiJ in a contnJled fashitm 
£0 that the native life is disturbed only marginally, hul the .surface of the planet will be made 
far more accessible. So far the development is proceeding pretty much to plan, according to 
iJtc spokeswoman for the conglcimeratc. Tlte siwldcn blmm of wcltscrs leaf in two of ihc 
plajietary seas and the consequent c.x.tcTmination. of ihc bottom grazing wirromin skate are put 
down to freak enviremmcntal itccidcnts. 

Lint j I the surface of New America warms eonskkrably, or the Indu.slrial development 
exceeds reasDnable limits. New America supplcmcniH iia industrial output by opcmting as a 
winter sports centre, The fnei|iiles available at Scotl. the major stajporl, arc second to none in 
the FcdcTacioE. There is a thriving market amongst Uic wealthy visitors for all manner of 
luxury goods and provisions. 

D.M. 

nietdquat 

Like Lave, this is one of the Old Worid systems, with just a single planet and star. It 
has now been in a state of anarchy or civil war for some five hundred years and it seems very 
unlikely that a stable government wilt ever be successfully enEablished. since the anurehlc 
altitude is so ingrained in the planet’s culture. Social stability depend.s on large family groups 
or clans, and minor wars beEwern them are etjntinually breaking out. keeping Ihc thriving aims 
importers busy. There have hcCrt attempts in the past lo start up local weapon manufacture, but 
lypleully family rivalries; lend lo end up with the factories being destroyed. Indeed then; is ho 
heavy industry lo speak of because the investment pequimd to build u factory is far gieaier 
than that to destroy It. 

Slavery here is rife, as captured members of rival families are cither used as slaves on 
their vast farms, or .sold on the (ipen market to generate foreign cuiixmcy to buy anus. The 
major bu|tle.s lend to be seasonal, mainly since most of a family’s income is spent on 
Weaponry, and much of their income comes from the grain harvest, once evciy 1 3 1 day.n fa 
local year). Hach family tries to get its harvest out as soon a.s possible, so i| cun wipe out its 
hated rivals before tlaey get their order of weapom,. Quite often a hard pre.Hscd family will be 
almost out of anamunltlon Imiuedialely before harve.sl. so this is a gtaxi time for a rival to 
attack. It has been known for families k> eiHiperaie, especially distam families in different 
hemisphere.s {since the seasons occur ihere at different tirnes) but these ngjcements rra'cly liisl 
more ilun a Few seasons. 

Tlie harmleSis Rledqijyiiaii mou.se h much prized for its delicate meat and exirejitely 
soft fur. Used t£i make the much treasured "moiiaemar cotds, sold throughout the known 
worlds. Many families farm them, ami there is still a thriving population in the wild. A wild 
mouse is particularly treasured if fouml scavenging on a battlefield, as the flesh is supposed to 
be espeoiully succulent. 

DQ 
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Ross 12S 

Travellers cto not flock lo Ross 12S W U> tls only biliabited GfdnL's Cl:din. 

When Maurice Gram clainiKd it, it through un over a]nbiti<His desire to build an 
independent colony that he txjuld mje^thout qucslicin. His early survi^s suggested that ttie 
planet was mincml rich and promised an exciting future amassing wealth from minings 
Unfortunately, he discovered that in eveiy body of people there are always a few who ask 
questions, and awkward ones at ibat. iJien don't settle for a feeble answer. Whilst answering a 
few of these at hi-s Citizens' Oinie he w'as as.Hiuisirt 5 ilod. Grani's analyses proved to be 
cironccms as tnincrsls were only to be found in small pockets here and there - the mihes were 
soon abartdoned. The remaining would! he leaders realised that it was not an easy job to govern 
a population driven mainly by greed and the resulting economic collapsE was devastating. The 
Federa.iion ste^^ped in and '■rescued' the colony ckh the condteion that it came uftder their 
control. The populace greeted them with open sttm-H and promptly found that their home was to 
bccorttc a prison colony. 

The prison, nicktiamed The Warren, is a vast underground complex of cells 
aecommodating miscreimts of every kind. The security is very tight and few have seen beyond 
the visitors'' hall without being an inmate. For this reason rumours are rife, and include tales of 
genetic experiments, prostitution and corrupiioii. It is true that the prisoners experience great 
hardship due to the tBanual mining al minus four degrees centigrede- It is no holiday for the 
warders either and there arc reports of some of the nareotics intended fer use in pris<.mcr 
obedience programmes being diverted to the staff. Nobody outside really complaltis because 
they are glad that someone elrie is willing to do the Job. 

Don't foigcJ. if you ever have a loved one serving a scntcrice, you need u permit 
to see them. 


Ro&s 154 

A very small system with litrlc to attract any Interest. The only reiuiOn it is nriemioned 
here is the cmlous ecosystem cm the ice world Merlin, All the indigenous life h beneath the 
ice of the vast salt-water ocean, which covers the entire world. It exists in large -ptickcts of gas. 
trapped beircath the permaneut stable lee sheet, and in the oceans themselves. 

It wasn’t until 2775 when Burt Hackrirtgton-Smythc made the series of documcnUirics 
"Heaven Under the Ice" that it was understood how such a world managed, to sustain the large 
shoals of merlin lish found liere. The ecosy.stem is based on a lichen which grows on the walls 
of air-fiiled -chajnbens under die tee, livijig off the weak red light which filters through from 
above. The lichens produce oxygen to give a mixture surprisingly breathable b>' humans, and 
they form an in.suEaling layer. Typically die temperature inside can be as high as 20 degrees 
Centigrade, heated by the thick layer of irotting vegetation which floats on the surface of the 
sea below. A whole host of other species graze on the lichen, ligliting the cavity with their 
various glowing body parts, and species such as the Merlin Plesiosaur with its fierce red 
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glowing eyes (much valued for its silky hide) travel between diese i.>a.se.^, eating a few of the 
grazing creatures at each stop. 

llie life cyc[e.s of these cavities is lens of Eitrth yeais. They start as little high-pressure 
bubbles deep under the ice, and can grow up to about five kilometers acrossH giving the tiuly 
beautiful paiKirumas depicted by Hackringion-Smythe. The cavities slowly migrate to the 
surface as the icc above them melts, and thEii eventual death can be quite spectactilar, when 
suddenly a crack forms in the ice above the cavity and the pressure is released. There is a long 
rumble as water floods the cavity, dien ru.she.s up ihrough the hole formed, forming a gianl 
moss laden geyser on tfte .surface above. The shoals of merlin fish ru.sh to the .sound of 
rumbling, to feed on the debris which falls into the sea below, and it is for this reason that die 
fishing mJtisiry on Merlin was so easy to establish. No fi«ihing flecLs are needed - each facfoiy 
simply releases an expEosivie charge in a man-made cavity below the reproces-sing planl, and 
an hour taler it is full of Fisli! Strict ctmtrols are enforced to prevent overfishing, since the 
eariy private Hsberie.s almost wiped out the stocks in only four years. 

The only surface settlement is the windswept Sirocco Siarport. It is built directly on t|»e 
icc sheet, and is used to supply the numerous fish processing plants buih under the icc. It is 
also ihiough hete that the huge tonnage of fish is eKpr»ned m the surrounding worlds. The 
seedy starport diner. The Ecsiiatic Goumict, serves an cxcellem dish called Mcriunch which is 
a pie made wiili pickled merlin fish. It SouchIs off-putting but regular travellers to this area 
make a point of vi.siting the diner jii&t for this, rarely risking the other fare. 

D,B. 

Sirius 

Most visitors to tlte Sirius system are disappT.]inlcd at how little there is to sec, given its 
impoitance in human history. It ha.n numerou.s firiils to its name, in addition to being the 
brightest star in the .sky of ancient Eatlbbound humans. Dcnublkss the guides in the Sirius 
Mu.seum Ctnnplex (.m Lucifer will tell you. this was the fust entirely corporate system, and the 
location of the first commcreial production of anti -matter based fuels. 

Most historians now tell a different story, however, about how Siriu.s became rich 
during the First Interstellar War. The Sirius Corporatioai wtes set up by « group of rich 
industrialists from Earth, in order to exploit the discovery of a way to .store a stable atom of 
anti -matter within a complex molecule and use it as a fuel. Sirius first started production in 
2350, supplying the Federation war fleet, whose .ships had been atlaptcd to use the new fuel. 
This caused a major swing in tlie Fedenitiun's fortunes, hut only a few years later Imperial 
ships were similarly equipped, mncelling the advantage. It is now known that Sirius supplied 
both sides, engineering convenient shortagc.s whenever one side was winning, thus greatly 
prolonging the wai (atid jncrea.<ing their own income). Though it is not denied by Sirius today, 
it is blamed on a few uascrepuloos intlividuais. who arc now long dead. This Gazetteer docs 
not wish to suggest tn any way that the Siriu^^ CoqiorBtion today would do any such thing. 
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Lucifer iuelf ift im iniertiiiTiig p]jiin:i- U orfaiLs Sirius B very ctoscly indeed, hentc tbe 
enormous puwtr the tOfporUtion uMi cs tract usius the CoiJs wrapped iinxind ihe plancl. and 
froio tbeir jjyljir etsliccti.ir p^mcls, VisEtors should bcwafu; of iKc high radiation levels mainly 
from Sirius B. bul also from the fuel plans. The numerous volcanoes arc quite a sight, 
and small craft can be hired So go on a siingsho! palh close ro the (caisomcly dense white 
dwarf. This Is supposed to be ihe “ride of a litetimc/' though be warned ■ ihere have been 
niany fatal aeddems. 

D.B. 

Tau Cetl 

This system is remarkable in that it was the rirsl on which life was discovered off 
Earth. The first intrepid pioneers led by John Taylor net up a seitEement and named it Taylor 
Colony. Tliey were very successful and used the fetiik land for agriculsuro. which was fully 
auiomascd. The p<:]pulati<m grew rapidly and revenue was earned from hunting which more or 
less wiped out the indigenous life. When word got back to the Authority for Ecological 
Control they became cotveeraed and. issued guide-lines for conservatJorL, which were 
duly ignored. The hunting of wildlife and destruction of habtlais continued until Earth 
threatened to send a police forec. John Taylor was a particuiariy hot headed iratividual and 
started to iftssst ihai indepetiLknce from Earth was. granted to ihe Tau Ceti system. Trade 
embargos faildt.l and linitEly a miliijtry r<JK3c was .sent out by Eitrth believing that Tau Ceti 
would not have the resolve to rcsisl. A battle followed which resulted in an impasse - 
surprising the authorities. Eventually after much diplomacy the deadlock was broken was by 
forming tlie FedentUDO including Tau Ceti and ELuth amongst otber^i as founder me mbers. The 
umfortuitare crealuit-.s that fuelled: the whole debacle which led to ihis cKtrcmelv pciwerfui 
alliance, virtually died out. TiHluy they remsiin in small mnnber-s in enclosures and sanctuaries. 

K.D. 


ValhaJla is a smalt, hot worid, comprising equal parts of tropical jungle and desert. 
Water covert only one third of ils surface, but they team wuth native life. Ihe seafood of 
Valhalla is a gouimet's dream, complicated only by Ihe dangers involved in fishing on die 
planet, which Ls subject to violent stonns througlioul ihe year. The Valhalla setpeni is 
incorrectly named, since h is anatomically related to the mammal like native ajiimaLs oi' the 
world. It grows to lengths in excess of thiny nietres in the deep oceai] regions of die planet imd 
careful control of huntiiig of the creatures rrbaintains die popuiaiion at a sustainable level. 
The serpent is the source of cabitol oil and gteaver,. used in phaituaceuiicals and bcauiy 
products throughout human space, and its brilliantly paitenied hides adi»m Ihe moNE wealthy of 
the Federation. 

Similarly sirikin| animals inlxabii die jungles of Valhalla, perhaps tht best known 
being the Rajab Spbinx, now unfortunately extinct in iis native babitat, but preserved in /xk?^ 
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Ihroughoui; Ihc galaxy. The Trupiii Sphinx re-Tnains in the wild, however and -safyri lours lo see 
it in situ are arranged on an ad hoc basis. Vallmlla is a relatively light world, with few 
accessible minci^ deposits, so cctnapciirion for land has been slight and the ecological 
munagemeni of ihe planet ha.s jwnceeded in an exemplary fashion. 

The sister worid of Democracy has been termftJrrTKd and is the site for miv;i mining 
and industrial activity in the system. The world is dense arid mineral rich, and is heavily 
exploited. The combination of a naiumlly fertile 'organic' world and a heavily industrialised 
iind mineralised artificial world is very successful and many of ihe wealthiest people of 
Federation call the system home. 

D.M 

Wolf 6SD 

This is an anwlng sy.stcm in fact a combinalioii of coorijjial sysiems, including Wolf 
629 and the white dwarf VEli (named after Van Belsbrrjck in ancient dmesi. The sky pr^ividcs 
a stunning spectacle as six different bodies are visible together. The scene from Landfall has 
been made famous by the painting. Six Sisters by Dee Kosmala. 

I-undfall. the only planet Ls htHne to the Second Fourulieig Fathers, a rich group of 
individuals who wanted to set up an ideal world. They named their eapital Mayflower City 
and set up an agrictiltufal community which has grown to cnwblc a major export industry 
to flourish. The inhabitants arc an insular lot because they do not have any other planets 
in their system, and view foreigner.s with su,spicion so a reduced gene pw>l has resulted 
in much inbreeding. 

Landfall orbjt.«i a brown dwarf named McCanliy. a spectacular sight. It was damed 
after an aiKieiit astrorronver who was not taken sericjusly when he discovered it. The 
inhabitants of Laridfal] like to think it was the first brown dwarf known to Man hui those of 
other sysiems dispute this. 

The indigenous life had to ht- very hardy as it had to wiihstaTid the high levels of 
radiation from the white dwarf as it cwled and from McCarthy. TTiu.s the very irresponsibly 
intrtidueed life from Eartli did not cause tco much of an ecological problem because mo.si 
nf it died out. 

K.D. 

Zeaex 

The territorial rights over the Zeacx system has beesi dijjpuicd between the Empire and 
Federation for over two centuries. The mineral rich inner planets, tsTgether with a diverse range 
of gas giants make this an economic centre for the region. The presence of a habifabJe world 
grealty increases the Hystem'j) strategic importance. The inhiihiiants of the worlds of dii.s 
syjiicm try to balance die need for trade with a desire lo be left well alone. Tourists are 
wclcame, but many are viewed with deep suspicion by die residents. Boih Federation and 
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Empire have naval bases wilhin ihc system, which limits ihe efforts of pirates, bul pwEs 
pressures on leg mm ate traders. 

Heavy metals are mimed cm the innertnijsi world of Cambridge's Holer named after ihc 
miner Grambemnw! Cambridge who was fint to stake elaini to the world. He invested heavily 
in mining machinery and obtained the exploitation rights to the system from ihe Federation. 
Erronsa Ashfieid followed Gmmboume to the system ten years later with permission to mine 
gjanted by the Empire. Ashfreld, with her husband Francis estabILsbed a base on the second 
ptanci, having failed to force Cambridge from the innermost world. The Ashfieid' s made an 
early fortune ex porting rare gems lo the Empire, while (he Federalioti pToviOed a re^aiy market 
for Cambridge, 

A bitter rivalry- developed between the two camps and naval vessels of boih sides ™cc 
(hreaterted to escalate the conflkl into warfare. The confrontaiion wa.s averted by the 
majorily of colonisLs on Democracy, pctilkming both Earth and Capitol lo hftve ihe mineral 
rights to the nesl of the system given to the sciilcmem of Newtown, in ihe ensuing legal haute, 
the armed forces were called to other areas and the siiuarion settled into a more peaceful suiie. 
The mining famiMcs on the inner planets retain only ten percent shares in the profitable 
Tnineial trade. 

As with many worlds in the so called ‘disputed zone', ncilbet Empire nor Federation 
have dominani-e. Travellers from the Fcdcralion may find the presense of so many slaves 
distressing, but visitors frcrni the Empire will be equally disturbed by the lack of imposed 
diseiplitie and positive discriminadon for racial and minority groups. The worlds and colonics 
of the disputed zone are a mixing ground for two vety different cultures and this can be 
experierrced in full at ihi.s world. 

D.M. 

Zearla 

The Zearla system is home ha.se for the vast majority of the miners who work the 
nearby worlds and systems in Ibis sector of space. The city of Jeffries on Fraser houses 
the head office of Wreaken Consireciion and M.lning, the moHi prosperous of the 
independent mining and development companies which work at lire edge nf the Federation. 
Employing over a quarter of a million full time staff and owning snb mineral rights to 
some forty nine planets, the Wreaken compuny ean be found throughout most of ihe frontier 
and Federmion Worlds. 

Wiih such a conceEiLration of mining interesLv on Frailer it is noE surprising Lhai there 
arc a large mimticr of .starports. all offering cxedlent repair facilities to miners and traders 
alike. Whatever facilities are not provided at one of ibe Fraser bases can almost certainly be 
itequired at EKarby Andceetlt. The Earth like worid of Cbarlcs Colony, orbiting E[wicres.s is also 
nearby, bul its rigourtiaj!i eoiitmunist principles deter many casual visitors. 
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The 7j^arla system is well developed, from the smelting planet of JarncsoiTs Wreck; 
named after Ehc un fortunate NatMuL Jameson who crashed while chasing a meud rich comet 
towards the star but survived for Uinre days before being rescued, to Lcclown. on 
Coopcrworld, the sevcnih planet, The mily solid worid belweeci Jameson's Wreck and 
Coopenvorld not lo boast a permanent sciikmeriL of some lyjre is Zearla 2. locally known as 
Nemesis, which has no mincml wealth to Speak of and whose crust contains sizeable 
fm’lions of volatiles, 

Tire surface of Nemesis is unstable and six atteaupls to establish bases on the planet 
have CEHted in disaster The number of lives lost trying to pcjiulate. tins inhospilablc world is 
over one. hundred, despite the best efforts of standby rescue leums. The local miners u^ the 
planci-s name a.s u powerful curse and the more supersEhlous will even climb out ori(,s otbital 
plane lo avoid the taicti of ils pailil 

D.Nl. 

Zeessze 

The first thing to strike u per.Hon casually brewsing ibreugh a planetary catalogue is ihc 
remarkable similarity between the sysicm.s of Siil and Zeesse. Tliis supertlcial similarity led 
LO very high hopes amongst the initial KcttlcTs;, who chrisientd their world 'Faradise', 
This hopeful start was soon dispelled when the coloni.nts arrived yl ibeir doslinaiion. The first 
ba-vtfs were estahlished on the minor planet GonsalcK's Grave, named after the 
unfortunate shuttle pilot whose cra.sh-landing was to be symptomatic of the initial isct-back-s 
the colonists experienced. 

The starport of Oliver, on Gonzalez's Grave wgs huih to Sichedule, and probes to the 
third planet were sent out. They reported back a very diffcrcnl picture to ifmt given by the 
Earth beureau of cotonisatiem. {Recall that this was in the second w;^vc of cruigraunn, when 
Earth was suffenng severe populaiioji pressures and almost any measure wits rcgnidcd as fair 
to rid the planet of excess). The planet was verdant and jiew life forms were abundant, but it is 
smaller and denser tbim Earth, giving rise to very high .surface gravity. 

The initial colonisatitm of the world w$\ hampered becau.<se htimans were unable to 
work for luore. ilian a couple of hours at a time before needing to rest- In these early days of 
expltjraLion and exploitation, liansport cosis for machinery was prohibiiive beiw‘ee.n systems, 
so rmwii early colonisation wtwk was performed by human labour, tsornc historians suggest 
that this is the origin of flie Empire's slave culture). Quite apart from the high gravity, ihe 
wtnld wa.s far htHler diaji the eo-lonlstSH originally from Lappland and (he Siberian pan- 
conurtcuion were accu.sEomed, and many immigranls died of heat exhaustion before a loxonil 
Wave of colonisUi introduced a miwre sensible work negiaw. 

The world was re-christenqd New Anterica after a botanist showed the similarities 
between the climate 'of the vrorld and of ancient South American forests on Earth. This 
provided (he finjt clue to conquering the planets indigenous life fonms. At first, and for several 
geiKtalioFiK, the local flora and fauna successfully resisted (he attempts of Earth phenotypes to 
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take over. Earth cropii could onJy be grawn in restneted areas and local camivores ajid riipUjni 
made the worid a dangerous place to explore, 

Q«i Luk Soo intnodueed a numher of slightly tiicxlificd strangler vines from Earth 
slocks, and this small start led eveniiLalJy to the taming of large parts of the jungle pJancl for 
human use. The problem of lulxiur was partly .solved by the inlroduction of genetically 
‘iinpjxwcd' gorilla slock, which could be trained to perform simple clearing and constniciion 
work. A brief but exinenady violent assault on |hc colony by a war hand of cco-revolutionisi.s 
destroyed all the fad lilies for the gorillas, who 'escaped' into ihe wfld. Some were able to find 
their way back to ihc commudiity, but to ihis day there are some feral gorilla tribes in the 
heartland of ibe jungles. The.se arc the subject of iuiensc study by andiropologists and are 
covered by Federal interdict from all further tampering by mankind. 

With die passihg generationt, the human stock of tlie Kyslem have adapted to the strong 
gravity of their planet, becoming heavily built and muscular. It is sometime.? hard for visitors 
to dislinguiKb men and women of ihc planet, but given their violent temper: and general 
impatience, it is important to get it right if you are a tourist. New Aroericans do not suffer 
fools gladly. The Jungle of the world is still inhabited by a number of very dangerous native 
predators, including the Quivol and Nii-wotm, which claim a respcctabJc annual toll of lives. 
If your tntere.sl in visiting the planet is hunting, do not ejtpect to find native guides chc^ap to 
hire, nor eager io venture into the relatively unexplored Southern continents. 

New America is home of the modem Ghiirfa assault regiment, which saw action in all 
Lhc nnajor wars again.si the Empire. In die pa&l century, the fighiing men and women of the 
regiment have seen action in several disputed systems and even ihe Empire clone innips hold 
them ill high regard. They are iiutmally planet fighters, profetring and training for ground 
actioii rather than space warfare, so ihcy play little pan in current naval actions against pirates. 
Occasitinally they are used 'shock troops’ in recovering Frontier worlds where organised 
crime has established toti strong a hold and tlireaiens the economic stahiJtty of the Federation. 

D,M. 

Zelada 

The Zelada system was colonised at roughly ihe Hamn; time as Ququve, hui by a 
fundamentalist religious sect, looking for a world to conduct :i penance for htimtiniiy. The 
conditions ihey found on New Africa suited their requinemeitis to a remarkable degree, the life 
was tough, uneompiomising and harsh, ‘fhe amvaL? on New Africa had to aipc with a bitter 
climate, coupling lorrantial .?loei and electrical stonns with hurricane strength winds and fast 
moving glaciers. The first three settlements wene ovemtn by these natural forecs and all of llic 
initial equipment they brt>ughl from Quphieth was lost within Uie first djccadc. 

Modem archeological and palajeoniological surveys of the plancl reveal that at one 
time the temperature of New Africa wels much more benign than at present. The world i? 
going through a very prolonged ice age, bni before the currem cold cycle there wa.? the 
opportunity for life h> cc>lonisc the land. The animals which ate native to the land of new 
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Africa are fierce hunters and can survive in the harsh cliroate which will freeze a man to the 
hoiK in seconds. The early colonists had lo re-icam primitive huniing iktUs and abilities in 
order to survive and their descent into primitivism wa.? swifi. 

The strict condition.^ tlie early .settlers had placed, concerning interference with the 
colony from outside meant that no contact was established with the groups fdr three 
generations. The early religious settlers htid cmphatieally stated thal no outside 
comtuunicatJonsi would be accepted and supplie.s would be destroyed. It was entirely by 
accident that the Blrchw'ood New Spirit of the Und Woodwind Ensemble, en^route for 
Aymiay for a concert performance, wa? precipitated out of hyper space near the Zelada 
system. The crew of the ship were able lo reach orbit around New Africa and put down an 
emergency shuille. Tire liny settlement thus formed was later to grow into Rush Depot, the 
plairei's largest staiTKiri, 

While the musicians tried to eke out an existence at Rush Depot, the ship crew 
searched for the original colonists. No evidence of die original camps was fuiEnd, but 
the primitive society of the final remnants of the. religious order wa.s encountered, living 
a nomadic life hum mg the local omnivores and hanresting wild pnsscs and roots. 
Instead of making Contact, the ship Captain decided lo leave the remnants of humanity in 
peace and instead sent an emcineiicy rescue mes.s5ige to the Fcdtrailon. describing the plight 
of both grtjups. 

New Africa was recs'donbed by an assorted group of wauHlerers, to no set plan, ‘fhe 
initial colony had failed and a sort of planetary squitttcr''s rights became the norm in 
establishing rules on New Africa. This bend continues today, and the planet suffers under an 
anarchy with no clear constitution nor allegiance. Zelada system has become .synonjtnous 
with banditry and Id-jacking, bur the mineral rich outer worlds still attract a lot of tninen: and 
hopefuls. Traders visit the system despite the high incidcttce. of piracy, and freelance bounty 
hunters find the bulletin boanl,?. af Zelada u useful hundng ground for information. 

D.M, 
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Earth 

Steeped in history ^ die Eiirth has iiiurfcrci mMiy adversities before becoming ttw: re.son 
that it is today. liumaniiy bere and documenied accounts toil of three planet-bound 
wars, the last or»c in 2040 alTnost bringing cx.tinctLon due to the io.ss of iife artd crtvircnincnlal 
damage. For these reasons the landscape has changed beyoed all recognition since ihen, 
mainly due to dcviistation and depopulaiion of nearly all the cities ttnd towns. The final 
insuJt was a viraJ pandemic, for which no cure was found and many perished who were not 
resistant to it. 

As the world was rebuilt corporations became more innuemial and the balance of 
power went in their favooir. After the war, fierce compeiition between them made il possible 
for space to be conquered wherea-s previously, that was seen as unirapcHtant and explod-alion 
iMtdgcts were cut. 

A-v cMra-tcffcMriwl liccilcments were established industry was nrKived off the Earth 
alotig with many people, An intensive environmental rescue |jfogfam saved the plaEtci and it 
again beeame the beautiful place it once was. ft became both a very up-markel tourist 
destination and the Federation capital with only the extremely rich being able to live there. 
Many native extra-terrestrials ispiic to visit their roots and save up for many years just to be 
able to say they have been io their arKestors' birthplace. 

K.D 

Mars 

In 2290 Mars became the first planet to be terraformed .suecessfully but not before 
.severBl ftbt>ned attempts. Major corporations based their adminisuntiort centres bene when 
larid was vcty cheap in the early days and Mars seeinod like the Gandcn of Eden campaned lo 
the ravaged Barth. The. two major cities one Qucni-sscl and Olympus Village, both arc very 
cosmopolitan and ntanicuned in appeanioce. ThfCm are many bijou bars and restaurants 
designed for businessmen to impress and to strike deals in privacy. All sorts of service and 
cntcrlainmcnl industries thrive as they pander to the needs of the over indulged. The 
environment is tailored lo be tasteful, even the animai life looks like an attriKtivc accessory, so 
whilst it is Earth-like, Mars ha.s a very sterile feel about il. 

K.D. 
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Ttie Mo<m 

Heavy industry woji moved here in the early days and it is based around the only 
siarpoit, Apollonius city, Tbis w another must for the tourist being the fim city to he built on 
IU1 airless surface. The majority of ihe settlement is subterranean and the vast halls like chasms 
are quite breathtaking. Many beat a palb co ihe famous Museum of Humaniiy which has titAny 
rare exhibiis from early space exploration, you will wonder how we managed to get where we 
are today 1 

K.D. 

Space stations Columbus and Titan City 

Columbus orbits lo around Jupiter at>d Titan City orhiU Titan amund Saturn. Both arc 
O'f historical intere.si only in that they used to be fabuious holiday icsons when ihey were the 
most distant scitkmeniJi. Unfortunately with easier travel they changed from very pleasant 
venus to the vacaiion destinations of the ma.sfies. The quiet atmosphere has been shattered 
by loud music intended lo cemrincc you thai a good lime is being had by all. It blares forih 
ftwi gift boutiques selling such items a.s a bottle of Genuine Red Spot Gas and Saturn 
Ring Rock jewellery . 

K.D. 
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